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ABSTRACT OF REPORT FOR 1846. 


The Anti-slavery cause, though far from having accomplished its 
great work, the universal extinction of slavery and the slave-trade, 
has nevertheless been so signally successful in its past labours, as to 
leave no doubt, under the divine blessing, of its final and complete 
triumph. 

To the State of Vermont, in the United States, belongs the honour 
of having first abolished slavery, by its constitution, in 1777. Ver- 
mont was followed in the work of abolition by Pennsylvania and 
Massachusetts, in 1780; by Connecticut and Rhode Island, in 1774; 
New York, in 1799 ; and New Jersey, in 1804. In all these states, 
with the exception of Vermont, slavery was gradually extinguished, 
and in one of them, New Jersey, a few hundred slaves still remain 
in bondage. 

' Mexico, on the anniversary of its freedom from the dominion 
of Spain in 1829, issued a decree by which all its slaves were 
declared free, as ‘‘ an act of national justice and beneficence.”’ 

The first of the South American Republics which abolished 
slavery was Buenos Ayres, in 1816; Columbia and Chili followed 
in 1821, Bolivia in 1826, Peru, Guatemala, and Monte Video in 
1828, and Uruguay in 1843. With the exception of Uruguay, 
slavery still lingers in these Republics, but it is in process of gradual 
extinction, and it may be affirmed, that if the laws be faithfully 
executed, it will soon completely disappear. 

In Haiti, formerly St. Domingo, slavery was abolished by the 
French Commissioners in 1793; but an attempt was made by 
Buonaparte to re-establish it in 1802, which was defeated, and 
since the declaration of its independence in 1804, it has been 
‘in the possession of its freedom. 

Great Britain did not follow the example thus set her until the 
year 1833, when the imperial parliament abolished slavery through- 
out the whole of her colonies in the West Indies, South America, 
southern Africa, and the Indian Ocean, or, to speak more strictly, 
substituted for it a system of apprenticeship, which was finally 
terminated in 1838, amidst the rejoicings of the emancipated 
slaves, and the congratulations of their exulting friends. In 
1848, the Supreme Council of British India abolished slavery 
throughout the vast territories subject to its control; and during 
the same year, liberty was proclaimed at Malacca, Singapore, 
Penang, provinee Wellesley, and Scinde. To this may be added 
that, in 1843, the imperial parliament, terminated the system of 
slavery which prevailed at its settlement on the gold coast, Western 
Africa. In 1844, the Governor in Council at Hong Kong abolished 
slavery ; and, finally, at the close of the same year, the Queen 
issued an order in council which destroyed the last vestige of 
slavery in the island of Ceylon. Nor do the more civilized nations 
stand alone in this great work. The Bey of Tunis finally con- 
summated the work of abolition, which he began in 1848, at the 
commencement of the present year; and this, to use his own 
words, he has done “‘ for the glory of mankind, and to distinguish 
them from the brute creation.” 

Such is a brief view of the triumphs of freedom over slavery 
during the last seventy years. 

In reference to the African slave-trade the following facts will 
be found interesting. The first Power which abolished that 
dreadful traffic, was Denmark. This she did in 1792, and 
was followed by the Dnited States and Great Britain in 1807, by 
Sweden in 1818, by the Netherlands in 1814, by France in 
1815, by Spain in 1820, by Buenos Ayres in 1825, by Columbia 
in 1825, by Mexico in 1826, by Brazil in 1829, by Sardinia in 
1834, by Portugal in 1836, by the Hanse Towns, Tuscany, Bolivia, 
and Peru in 1837, by Naples in 1838, by Haiti, Venezuela, Chili, 








and Uruguay in 1839, by Texas in 1840, and by Austria, Prussia, 
and Russia in 1841. 

With all these powers Great Britain has treaties or conventions, 
more or less perfect, for the suppression of the African slave-trade ; 
and with the exception of Portugal, Spain, and Brazil, especially 
the two latter, it may be said to have ceased, though the flags 
of many of them are still prostituted by the slave-trader to cover 
the nefarious traffic. 

By many of these countries the African slave-trade has been 
declared piracy, and by all of them, with the exception of Brazil, 
a highly penal offence. But none have gone so far as Great 
Britain in her efforts to destroy it. Her laws not only 
prohibit her subjects from aiding and abetting the slave trade, 
but from the purchase and gale of slaves in foreign slave- 
holding countries, under any pretence whatsoever. This enact- 
ment was intended, among other things, to prevent the investment 
of British capital in slaves for the purpose of working plantations 
and mines. ' 

In referring to the treaties of Great Britain with foreign states 
for the suppression of the slave-trade, the committee would not be 
understood to approve them, as a means of overcoming. that 
gigantic evil, but as indicating, that its defence as a legitimate 
mode of supplying their respective colonies and dependencies with 
labour, has been abandoned; and as showing that it is generally 
regarded with the abhorrence which its criminal character 80 
richly merits. 


SLAVERY. 


In the last report of the Society the Committee stated that up- 
wards of seven millions of Africans, or their descendants, were 
held in slavery in the western world, under professedly Christian 
governments. In connexion with the system which deprives them 
of their personal liberty and sinks them to the condition of things, 
there exists a two-fold slave-trade, the external and the internal. 
Africans are exclusively the victims of the former; but the native 
as well as the imported slave is subject to the latter. It might be 
presumed thet the habits of civilized life, to say nothing of the 
general influence of Christianity, would soften the ferocity attend- 
ant on the internal slave-traffic ; but such is not the fact. It is 
estimated that from 60,000 to 80,000 slaves in the United States 
change masters, by sale or otherwise, every year; that large num- 
bers of these wretched creatures are taken from the slave-rearing 
to the slave-consuming States to perish in the laborious and oppres- 
sive occupations of the plantations; and that they are continually 
separated from the dearest and nearest of their earthly connexions, 
without pity or remorse. Scenes the most afflicting and revolting 
continually present themselves to the attention of the spectator at 
the slave-depéts in the principal cities of the slave States ; in the public 
market places, where the victims of this inhuman traffic are handled 
and sold as brute beasts; in the transit of the slave-coffles to the 
far south; and in the breaking up of the friendships created by 
fellowship of suffering, when, at length, they are finally dispersed 
among the various masters who may require their services. It 
would seem as if during the whole of these guilty transactions the 
human heart were tortured, on the one hand, to its uttermost point of 
endurance, and, on the other, incited to acts of the most cold- 
blooded cruelty. 

But this internal traffic in slaves is not confined to the United 
States. It is found to exist wherever slavery prevails, and is 
attended with similar consequences and sufferings. In Brazil, the 
wretched slaves are torn from their families by hundreds at a time, 
and sent to those parts of the empire where they are most in 
demand. Their struggles and screams, when finally separated . 
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from their friends, are represented by eye-witnesses to be perfectly 
frightful, such, indeed, as to make the hardest heart bleed. 

the Pagan and Mahommedan, and nominal Christian 
nations Asia and Afriea, with but few exceptions, slavery, in 
one or other of its forms prevails, and a most extensive slave-trade 
is connected with it. It is not, however, confined to Africans ; 
the natives of the more temperate as well as the more tropical 
climes are its victims. The Caucasian, as well as the negro race, 
arein great demand. In the Kingdom of Bokhara, it is said there 
are upwards of 200,000 Persians in slavery. 

In northern Europe absolute slavery does not exist to any great 
extent, but in its modified form of serfage it is frightfully preva- 
lent., It is estimated that in the Russian, Austrian, and Prussian 
dominions, including Poland, there are not less than from seventy 
te eighty millions of human beings in this degraded state. 

The Committee are not without hope, however, that the influence 
of British example in America, Africa, and Asia will be found to 
operate most powerfully in breaking down the various forms of 
bondage which have so long oppressed and degraded mankind. 





THE SLAVE-TRADE. 


This execrable traffic still continues to desolate and degrade 
Afriea. Its activity is unabated. Not all the efforts made by the 
British government, seconded by other powers, have affected to any 
eonsiderable degree, if at all, this gigantic evil. The demand for 
slaves in Brazil and the Spanish colonies increases with the 
demand mede by foreign countries for their productions. Such 
being the case, the slave-traders, who are usually men of wealth, 
offer the greatest inducements to the worst class of maritime 
adventurers to aid them in carrying it on. The enormous profits 
they derive from a single successful voyage, compensates them for 
many failures. Besides which, the authorities of these countries 
either openly or covertly connive at their transactions ; and the 
subordinates in office, receiving their accustomed fees, allow them 
to land their cargoes of human beings without molestation or 
hindrance of any kind. 

With respect to the extent and activity of this infamous traffie 
her majesty’s commissioners at Sierra Leone, in their last published 
annual report, say, ‘During the last year (1843), just ended, we 
have heard of numerous cargoes of slaves having been shipped at 
Bissao, Rio Pongas, and Gallinas; and within the last six weeks 
the brig Volador actually embarked 600 slaves at Sherbro’, nearly 
adjoining this colony.” * * * * ‘‘ Last week we learned that 
a large brig, armed with six guns, succeeded in getting away with 
1000 slaves on board from the neighbourhood of Whydah.” The 
number of slavers condemned during the same year in the mixed 
commission courts at this settlement was thirteen, of which eleven 
were Brazilian, one Portuguese, and one Spanish. With the 
exception of two all were equipment cases. In these two the 
number of slaves found on board at the time of capture was 830. 

From private sources of information the committee learn that 
there were brought before the Mixed Commission Courts at Sierra 
Leone im 1844, 27 slavers, nine of which were captured with 
2,523 slaves on board. During the year 1845, the number of 
slavers condemued by these courts was 36, having on board 
upwards of 6,000 slaves, and there yet remained 6 which had 
been captured, for adjudication. 

The committee further learn, that, from the beginning of April, 
1844, to the middle of May, 1845, the squadron of cruisers 
stationed on the western coast of Africa captured 59 slavers, 
thirteen of which had on board upwards of 4,500 slaves. In 
tracing the history of these slavers, the committee find that one of 
them hed been captured and condemned eight times, one seven 
times, two six times, three five times, seven four times, twelve 
three times, eleven twice, twenty-one once, and respecting one no 
particulars are given. This striking fact shows clearly that the 
slave-dealers have agents residing at the seats of the Mixed Com- 
mission Courts, particularly Sierra Leone, who regularly purchase 
such of the slavers as cannot be destroyed under treaty ; and as 
regularly send them forth to carry on anew the dreadful traffic. 
The.committee deem it highly probable that many of these vessels are 
used as decoys. t the attention of the British cruisers, while 
<a pores, advantage of their being thus employed, run 
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de Verds, directs the attention of her Majesty’s government to the 
fact that it is carried on extensively at the Portuguese settlements 
of Bissao and Cacheo; and Qaptain Foote, in an ~fficial report 
observes, “ the whole coast claimed by the Portuguese government 
is interspersed with barracoons full of slaves, under the immediate 
management of Portuguese subjects, who fly the Portuguese flag 
thereon, and pay a certain tribute to the chiefs for their sanction 
and protection ;” and he adds, ‘‘ I may here be permitted to remark 
that the treaty with Portugal, as it respeets this coast, has had no 
beneficial effect ; the only alteration being to change the Portu- 
guese flag in the slave vessels to the Brazilian, to evade the punish- 
ment decreed by the treaty.” 

The whole of the correspondence of her Majesty’s commissioners 
at the Havana for the year 1844, confirm the fact of extensive im- 
portations of slaves. In one ot their monthly reports, after giving 
the names of certain vessels which had sailed direct from the 
Havana for Africa, ‘“‘ showing that the trade continues unabated,” 
they say, “‘ Besides these we understand that a very great number 
have lately sailed from the neighbouring coasts, and other parts of 
the island; we are credibly assured, not fewer than fourteen, of 
which a large proportion have been despatched from Santiago de 
Cuba;” and they add, ‘‘ During the month, we regret to have to 
state, that we hear of many vessels having arrived from the coast 
of Africa, though we cannot learn all the particulars we could 
wish, from the degree of constraint under which this community is 
now held.”? The number of slaves imported into Cuba in 1843, 
the commissioners estimate at about 12,000, though they confess 
their inability to give an exact account from the mystery cast 
over all the transactions of the slave-dealers. In the years 1844 
and 1845, the number of slaves imported must have been consider- 
ably greater, though the actual extent of the trade can never, for 
the reasons already given, be fully known. 

In adverting to the bad faith of the Spanish government, and to 
the participation of the highest functionaries in the Spanish colo- 
nies in the slave-trade, the commissioners say :—‘* Under the treaty 
of 1817, no vessel was to be allowed to enter here after the 30th of 
October, 1820; and Lord Castlereagh’s remonstrances on one 
having been allowed to enter on the 6th of November, “seven 
days after the expiration of the period,”’ were as urgent as any that 
can be made now, when twenty-four years have expired, and the 
same practices are continued, (See Slave-trade Papers for 1821, 
class B. p. 162.) All however hitherto have been of no avail, and 
it only left us to hope that your lordship’s efforts may be attended 
with better success.” In another place they justly observe :— 
‘¢ Spain has unfortunately proved that no government there can be 
relied on for the fulfilment of the treaty; and acting as she has 
done in total disregard of its obligations, it needs little more to 
nullify it altogether.” 

Here then we have the melancholy result of all the diplomacy, — 
sacrifices, and labours of Great Britain to put an end to the Spanish 
slave-trade. In spite of treaties, in spite of cruizers, in spite of 
remonstrance upon remonstrance, the Spanish colonies have, 
during the last quarter of a century, been filled with African slaves ; 
and fresh supplies of these unhappy beings are still poured in to 
meet fresh demands created by the mortality which decimates them, 
and the active demands of commerce. 
| fAnd the ease is even worse in relation to Brazil. In the report 
of her Majesty’s commissioners, stationed at Rio de Janeiro, on 
the state of the slave-trade for 1843, they say—‘‘ We have been 
assured that nearly 40,000 have been landed within these provinces 
in the period. This sudden augmentation during the past year is 
attributable to the continued encouragement and protection afforded 
by the Brazilian administration to all slaving adventures. The 
greater number of slave-ships which have effected the landing of 
their cargoes, have escaped our vigilant observations in consequence 
of the novel system recently followed by the slave-dealers, which 
has proved eminently prosperous.” 

The reports of the consular agents at Bahia and Pernambuco 
confirm those of Rio de Janeiro, as to the activity of the slave- 
trade. The consul at Bahia, writing to Lord Aberdeen, under date 
Sept. 30, 1844, says, ‘‘ Your lordship will perceive that nearly 
3,000 slaves have been landed in this vicinity during the last three 
months, besides others, of whom accounts may net have reached 
the consulate.’”” The perfect impunity with which the slave-trade 
is permitted to be carried on in every part of the empire of Brazil 
is so notorious, as to have convinced the British functionaries 
residing in that empire, of the utter uselessness of confiding in. the 
good faith, humanity, or honour of its government, The Africans, 
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introduced since the year 1830, form probably one-third of the 
whole slave population of the country. 

The stimulus to this dreadful trade is its profits, What they 
are may be gathered from the following extract of a despatch 
addressed by the British minister residing at Rio to Lord Aberdeen, 
dated 18th May, 1844, viz: ‘It is my belief, my Lord, that 
this inereased activity on the part of the pursuers of this nefarious 
trade will not be relaxed; that however decided the success that 
may wait on the new system resorted to by her majesty’s govern- 
ment, these individuals will not be wanting on their part in ex- 
ertions still greater, nor hesitate one moment more at incurring 
any description of risk. The safe return here of one venture 
alone, with a full carge of slaves, out of six despatched te the 
coast, countervails all the loss suffered by eapture of the re- 


' mainder.” | 


With respect to the eastern coast of Africa, it is clear from the 
reports of her majesty’s commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope, 
that the slave-trade is carried on with great vigour. Slave bar- 
racoons are found, both to the north and south of Quillemane, in 
each of which from 200 to 300 slaves are sometimes kept ready 
for shipment on the arrival of slavers from Brazil. The river 
Macuse was, however, by the latest accounts, the principal point 
of embarkation. The governor of Quillemane is reported to have 
received not less than 60,000 dollars in fourteen months in fees, for 
permission to ship slaves from the district under his jurisdiction. 
The commissioners further state that in a period of about ten 
months, eighteen vessels had been captured for being engaged in 
the slave-trade, and brought to the Cape of Good Hope for ad- 
judication, 

The committee scarcely need add the fact, that the usual amount 
of horrors characterize the slave-trade ; that the slaves are jammed 
within the spaces between decks, in which they can barely move, 
exposed to a foetid atmosphere, in which they can scarely breathe ; 
oftentimes a prey to the most terrible diseases, without any cir- 
cumstance to alleviate their misery ; and subjected, except in a few 
rare cases, to a mortality which is perfectly frightful to contemplate. 

Every year’s experience convinces the committee that it is in the 
abolition of slavery alone that any reasonable hope can be indulged 
of the extinction of: the slave-trade ; and they would add, that it 
is their firm conviction, arising out of long and painful experience, 
that this enormous evil can never be overcome by means of an armed 
force. They would, therefore, hope that the energies both o! the 
government and of the country may be henceforth directed to the 
universal extirpation of slavery by those means which are of a 
purely moral and pacific character. 


HOME OPERATIONS. 


This is the first anniversary of the society at which the committee 
have been able to congratulate its members, their fellow-countrymen, 
and the world, on the glorious fact, that in no part of the British 
empire can a single human being be now legally held as a slave, 
and that its most remote dependencies are as sacred to freedom 
as Great Britain iteelf. By an official communication from the 
late colonial secretary, Lord Stanley, the committee are informed 
that ‘‘an ordinance was enacted by the Legislative Council of 
Ceylon, in the month of December last (1844), to provide for the 
total abolition of slavery in Ceylon, and that the ordinance has 
been confirmed and allowed by the Queen.” 

Thus has terminated one department of philanthropic labour in 
complete success ; and whether its results be viewed in relation to 
the millions of human beings who have been emancipated ; or the 
influence which it must necessarily exert on the nations of the earth 
in promoting the liberty, the civilization, and the happiness of their 
people, there is abundant cause for gratitude to Almighty God, who 
has crowned the efforts of his servants with success ; as well as 
abundant encouragement to persevere in this work of Christian 
philanthropy, until the common brotherhood of man shall be uni- 
versally acknowledged and practically enjoyed, by men of every 
colour, of every tribe, and of every tongue. 

But, although the law of slavery has given place to the law of 
freedom in every part of the British empire, it must not be imagined 
that its blessings are yet fully enjoyed. It is to be feared that in 
many districts of British India the emancipated slaves are yet 
ignorant of their rights. This the committee do not attribute to any 
fault on the part of the government, but to various circumstances 
peculiar to the position of the slaves themselves. The committee 
heave brought the facts of the case under the attention of the 
government, and have been assured that measures shall be taken, 











where needed, to give the necessary informetion, and secure the 
practical working of the new law. In addition to this, the com- 
mittee have written to every part of India where they could find 
a correspondent, suggesting the forrttation of Anti-slavery com- 
mittees for the purpose of diffusing information, and watching 


over the working of the law, with copies of its various enactaiehts, - 


as well as of those rélating to the suppression of the slave-trade, 


The answers which they have received to their communications, and - 


information they have collected, though more encouraging than 
that of last year, warrant them in saying, that the utmost care is 
required to prevent the law from becoming inoperative in some 
parts of India. 

Another field of labour is now open to the efforts of the society. 
The committee allude to the existence of slavery in the native pro- 
tected states, over which the East India Company, or rather the 
British government, possess great influence. In some of these states 
this dire evil puts on its most hideous form, and calls loudly for the 
most strenuous efforts to secure its overthrow. The government 
have been appealed to, and the committee trust they will not fail to 
instruct their agents residing at the courts of the native princes, to 
urge upon them the duty of performing an act of justice to their 
long oppressed subjects. 


Tue British West INDIEs. 


The duties which the committee have had to discharge towards 
the emancipated classes in the British West Indies, during the last 
year, have been highly important. They have been grieved to 
observe a decided tendency on the part of the principal colonial 
legislatures, to increase the stringency of the laws, and so to alter 
and modify them, as not only to bring the labouring population 
more and more under the power of the governing class, but to 
ensure the adminstration of the laws to themselves. To this the 
committee add, that a system of oppressive taxation has been 


resorted to, the proceeds of which are applied to the most excep+ - 
tionable purposes. It would occupy too large a space in the . 


report to specify the various laws which either have been enacted, 
or attempted to be enacted, of an objectionable character. The 
committee would remark, however, that they are intended to affeet 
the relations between masters and ser vants, in the matter of contracts 
for labour ; vagabondage and police; the constitution of inferior, 
civil and criminal courts, which are to be presided over by planter 
magistrates, with power to inflict heavy punishments for light 
offences, and from whose decision there is no appeal ; the creation 
of appeal courts on the other hand, from the decisions of the 
stipendiary magistrates, whose removal from the important and 
independent position they occupy, is most earnestly desired ; tariff 
ordinances and laws, by which the food, clothing, and various 
other articles in common use among the labourers are heavily taxed, 
whilst those required by their masters are subjected to comparatively 
light duties; and loan ordinances for the purpose of raising large 
sums of money in this country, to be repaid, both principal and 
interest, out of the colonial taxes, which loans are to be applied to 
the introduction of large masses of immigrants for the ostensible 
purpose of adding to the labouring population, but whose real 
object is to reduce the price of labour; and thus to inflict a double 
wrong on the more helpless and unrepresented portion of ‘the 
population. 

The facts connected with these various points have been laid 
before government, and not, the committee trust, without producing 
some effect, though they wait to see when the papers shall be laid 
before Parliament, relating to them, to what extent the government 
have yielded to this species of legislation. 

The committee cannot leave this part of their subject without 
expressing their satisfaction that a vigorous attempt is being made 
by the inhabitants of British Guiana and Trinidad to secure for 
themselves the benefits of a representative legislature. They 
heartily wish them success, and counsel them to persevere in their 
efforts until they shall have obtained it. 


EMIGRATION TO THE BRITISH COLONIES, 


The committee regret to have to report that the practice of stp- 
plying the emancipated colonies with foreign labourers still continues 
under the sanction of government, notwithstandiig its menifest 
injustice to the native cultivators, its inhumanity to the emigrants 
introduced, its impolicy as an economical arrangement, and: its de- 


cidedly immoral results. The committee whilst they would offer no : 


objection to the introduction of labourers on just and” honourable 
principles, and under proper regulations to prevent abuses, Have Pelt 
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it to be their duty to give the present schemes their most deter- 

mined d and vigorous opposition, — 
MavRITIUs. 

- The number of Coolies introduced into this colony from 1834 


- to 1844 inclusive is thus’stated in certain documents laid before 


government, though the Committee feel persuaded that it falls 
considerably short of the actual amount imported.— 
1884 —— 1839 .. ve +. 26,468 
1842 —— 1844 .. ee ++ 46,014 


71,482 

The cost of introduction is stated to have been— 
By the planters ee ee £380,000 
Government £324,652 





£704,652 





The taxes imposed on the colonists generally to meet the advances 
of government, yielded in 1643 £10,854, in 1844, £29,024, to- 
gether £39,878, leaving a balance due to the treasurer of £284,774 

During the year 1845, the number of Coolies imported was 
upwards of 6.000, at an expense of from £40,000 to £50,000; 
and it is provided that an equal number shall be introduced annu- 
ally, to meet the demand that will be created in the labour market 
by deaths and removals, but it is ascertained that with that 
additional yearly supply, there will be fewer labourers in the colony 
in 1852 than at the commencement of 1845, though the operation 
will involve a further expenditure of between £300,000 and 
£400,000 to be added to the public burdens of a small commu- 
nity, chiefly composed of the labouring class. The committee of 
inquiry, before alluded to, estimate the mortality during the eight 
years ending in 1852, on a moderate computation, at 15,214. It 
will, the committee venture to predict, be nearer 20,000. 

The injustice and impolicy of this vicious system must, the com- 
mittee think, be obvious to all—its inhumanity and immoral ten- 
dency, they are of opinion, are equally manifest. 

The Coolies are for the most part in the prime of life, and as but 
few women are taken with them, and those, except in a few in- 
stances, not their wives, it follows, that the greater portion of them 
must leave their wives and children in India without due protec- 
tion or the visible means of support. The inquiries which have 
been instituted in India on this point, have led to the knowledge 
of the most afflicting facts. 2 

In reference to its immoral tendency, the committee would refer 
to the great disparity of the sexes which it allows. Of the 70,000 
Coolies introduced in ten years, scarcely 7,000 were women. This 
fact alone reveals a state of things wholly inconsistent with good 
morals, and the social well-being of the people. The disparity of the 
sexes which existed in the colony at the commencement of the 
apprenticeship, viz., 38,189 males, and 20,602 females, was fright- 
ful; but, as will be seen from the foregoing statement, that disparity 
has been fearfully aggravated by the introduction of masses of male 
Coolies. 

The committee need not dwell on the character of these people, to 
their ignorance of moral restraints, and to their want of education 
in a purer faith than their own, to deepen the picture. It is 
sufficient to say, that they have abandoned themselves to a 
degree of disgraceful licentiousness which no persons acquainted 
with their habits in India (dissolute as they were known to be,) 
could possibly believe. 


Jamaica, BririsH GUIANA AND TRINIDAD. 


In addition to the liberated Africans from Sierra Leone, St. 
Helena, and elsewhere, these colonies have commenced the importa- 
tion of Coolies. Thirty-nine vessels were engaged last year in 
England and India for the purpose of transporting, under the direc- 
tion of government agents, about 8,000 Coolies to them, in 
-eertain proportions, British Guiana to have the largest number. 


-The cost of transport and agency will cost these three colonies nearly 
- £120,000, the payment of which must be provided for out of 


their respective treasuries, the burden of which will fall chiefly on 


_ Several cargoes of these Coolies, have already arrived in Jamaica, 


British Guiana, and Trinidad, the proportion of women to men 


. being 198 of the latter to 1,006 of the former. 








REsvuLtTs OF EMANCIPATION. 

On this point the committee are gratified in being able to report 
that, upon the whole, the progress of the emancipated classes in 
knowledge and character, and a just appreciation of their position 
as free men is extremely cheering. That they are rapidly in- 
creasing in number is placed beyond doubt by the census of 1844, 
which, though extremely imperfect, shows a very remarkable 
increase of births over deaths. The habits of the women, both 
personal and domestic, have greatly improved. The purchase of 
small freeholds, the erection of houses, and the formation of vil- 
lages and towns still goes on, though the means of the people are 
much less than formerly, owing to the reduction which has taken 
place in their wages, and the heavy taxation to which they are now 
subjected. This circumstance, the committee regret to say, has led 
to a considerable withdrawal of children ffom the schools, and, in 
other respects, has been found to operate injuriously. 

The latest official reports from the colonies indicate a great 


decrease in crime, especially among the Creole or native population. 


The immigrants are chiefly chargeable with the violation of law, 
and the more heinous offences against person and property. 

The committee have no reason to believe that any considerable 
portion of the emancipated classes have abandoned themselves to 
idle or dissolute habits. On the contrary, it is quite clear that they 
are industrious, and will work for moderate wages, when they are 
honorably paid and their just rights respected. The following 
tabular statement of the exports of sugar from the British West 
Indies will prove this :— 

Hhds. _ Tierces. 


1841 sugar exported 121,295 12,225 
1842 ” Pa 135,910 15,985 
1843 fo > 141,100 13,640 
1844 og ” 138,150 16,395 
1845 99 - 157,200 20,075 


In reference to the exports of the colonies, it should be remem- 
bered asa gratifying fact, that the emancipated classes are now great 
consumers of the produce which they raise. 

In reviewing the state of the British colonies the committee have 
come to the conclusion that it is capital not immigrants which they 
want; and that with a resident proprietary, improved modes of 
cultivation, a fair system of taxation, just laws, and a pure admin- 
istration of justice, so great an impetus would be given to the cul- 
tivation of tropical produce as to remove all fears of their future 
prosperity, and of their capability of supplying their fair share of 
sugar to meet the ever-increasing demand in the British market. 

It is a cheering circumstance, that whereas but a few years since 
the markets of the world were supplied almost exclusively with 
tropical produce wrung from the uncompensated toil of slaves, 
that now no inconsiderable portion of the demand is supplied by 
the labour of freemen. On the continent of Europe indigenous 
sugar produced from the beet root, enters largely into the general 
consumption ; and in this country, all the sugar consumed, and a 
considerable quantity of other produce required for use or manu- 
facture, is free from the taint of slavery. The quantity of free 
labour sigar imported into Great Britain during the last year was 
5,069,678 cwts., of which 168,180 cwts. were the produce of 
foreign states; Molasses, 528,238 cwts.; Rum, 4,807,512 gallons ; 
Coffee, 23,151,602 Tbs. 5 Cocoa, 4,917,907 Ibs.; Indigo, 90,388 
cwts. ; 


British SuBJECTS HELD IN SLAVERY. 


The practical difficulty which the government have interposed 
in relation to several thousand British-born subjects now held in 
bondage in the Spanish and Dutch colonies, contrary, as the com- 
mittee believe, to every principle of justice and international law, 
they grieve to say, has paralyzed the exertions of British function- 
aries, residing in those countries, on their behalf. The government 
refuse to demand their freedom on the ground that they were held 
as slaves in the British colonies, previously to their removal to the 
countries where they are now held as slaves, though it is, at the 
same time, admitted they were removed illegally. Difficult, how- 
ever, as the case has become, the committee hope, by persevering 
exertions, to place their right to liberty, on such a basis, 
as ultimately to insure their freedom. In the meantime they 
are happy to say that several slaves who were manumitted 
previous to their removal to Cuba, where they were re-enslaved, 
have, during the past year, been restored to liberty. 
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LAWS AFFECTING THE LIBERTY OF BRITISH SUBJECTS IN 
Foreien STaTes. 


The importance of securing to every British subject, without 
distinction of condition or color, the right to be treated as free 
and to be protected in foreign countries, whilst in the pursuit of 
his lawful calling, is too obvious to require any argument in 
its support. But in the person of every colored man visiting the 
southern sections of the United States that right is not only 
denied, but constantly violated. Cases have occurred in which 
British subjects haye been seized and imprisoned, and, failing 
to establish their right to freedom, have been sold as slaves to pay 
jail fees. Others have been taken out of vessels trading to 
American ports, and imprisoned during the stay of such vessels in 
port, whereby not only has their liberty been grossly violated, but 
their captains put to great inconvenience and expense. It is, 
unquestionably, within the power of her majesty’s government to 
require that the convention between the United States and Great 
Britain touching this point be respected. As well might Great 
Britain imprison every citizen of the United States, on arriving in 
a British port, as American citizens presume to incarcerate, without 
crime, British subjects resorting to any part of the United States 
on business or pleasure. This is a crying evil requiring the appli- 
cation of an immediate remedy. To this subject the earnest 
attention of the government has been called. It remains to be 
seen whether any steps have been taken to protect the rights of 
every portion of her majesty’s subjects by the Government. 


FrEE Lasor CULTuRE. 


Whatever difference of opinion may exist among public men, on 
the expediency of discouraging the growth of tropical productions 
by slaves, by fiscal regulations in favour of free labor, there happily 
exists none as to the importance of encouraging the cultivation 
of those productions to the greatest extent, in British India and 
the British colonies. Statesmen, merchants, manufacturers, and 
philanthropists, are agreed in opinion on this point. At present 
one great branch of our national industry and commerce, 
is almost entirely dependent on the United States for the supply of 
the material required for its successful prosecution. Cotton wool 
is not only in great demand, but that demand is enlarging from year 
to year. Any sudden interruption of the requisite supplies would be 
felt as a great calamity, and hence all whose interests are bound 
up with our gigantic cotton thanufactures, are anxious to draw 
them from quarters, where such interruption is not likely to 
occur. It is not on this ground however that abolitionists direct 
the attention of the public to the growth of cotton in India. To 
them it would be a matter of comparative indifference whence’ the 
supplies came if they were produced by free-labor. One fact will 
show how greatly the demand for cotton-wool in this coutry has 
increased the extent of slavery in the United States. In 1790 the 
slave population of that country was 657,437; and the exports of 
cotton wool were 189,316 lbs.; in 1843, the number of slaves 
a’aounted to 2,847,810; and the exports of cotton wool were 
7,081,919,136 Ibs. The committee rejoice, however, to be enabled 
to state that the supply of slave-grown cotton has not kept pace with 
the demands of commerce. British India has interposed a check.. In 
1825 thatcountry exported tothis 39,657 bales; in 1844, 239,718 bales. 
During the five years ending 1841-2, the quantity of cotton-wool 
exported from British India to Great Britain was 330,629,830 lbs. ; 
to China 452,795,315 lbs.; the average export to this country per 
annum, 66,125,966 lbs., and to China, 90,559,063 Ibs. The effect 
of this has been to keep the price of cotton-wool down to a very 
low figure; and looking forward, as they confidently do, to 
the improvement of India cotton-wool from superior cultivation, 
clean picking and ginning, and superior packing, the committee 
feel persuaded, that the time is not distant when it will not only 
come into competition with the lower kinds of American cotton, 
but with the finer qualities also, and by its superior cheapness, drive 
it out of the market. The committee have given their close 
attention to this subject ; and, in the course of the year, have laid 
before her majesty’s government a summary of facts bearing upon 
it which they trust has not been without its influence. The com- 
mittee are happy to add that the government of Bombay have 
caused the lands in that presidency, to be valued, with a view to 
a fixed instead of a fluctuating land-tax, much to the satisfaction 
of the cultivators, and with advantage to itself; and the Committee 
trust the same equitable principle will be applied to the whole of 
the presidencies. The Committee believe they may also congratulate 








their friends that the government have determined to abandon the. 


tax upon tools, agricultural implements, &c.; and, by relieving the 
labourer from these imposts, stimulate his industry, and tend to 


secure to him the fair reward of his toil. 


In connection with these points, the committee may state that 
it is expected one of the great lines of railway now contemplated 
for India, will traverse the principle cotton districts, and by reducing 
the cost of transit from the interior to the coast, say—from £20 to 
£4 per ton, give the purchasers an additional advantage, and 
greatly promote the growth of cotton-wool, a circumstance not 
less to be desired for the general interests of humanity, than for 
the benefits it will confer on the country at large. 

The committee are pleased to be able to report that some of their 
friends have devoted their attention to the feasibility of promoting 
the use of articles manufactured exclusively from free-grown cotton. 
They most earnestly desire, that having begun this good work, they 
will vigorously prosecute it; and they have no doubt that Christian 
philanthropists generally, will aid them in their laudable enterprise. 
In the United States, a kindred effort was commenced several years 
since, and the committee are pleased to learn that it is attended with 
many tokens of success. 

The announcement made by the her majesty’s government, 
of their determination still to maintain a prohibitory duty on the 
slave-grown sugar of Brazil and the Spanish Colonies, on account 
of its connection with the African slave-trade ; and, at the same 
time, of their intention to lessen the amount of the differential 
duties between foreign free-grown sugars and those raised in the 
British plantations and territories abroad, is satisfactory; and 
would have been more so, had the government removed those diffe- 
rential duties altogether. The proposition is to reduce the present 
rate of duty to 5s. 2d. per cwt. on Muscovados, and 8s. 3d. per 
cwt. on clayed sugars. The views of the committee on this im- 
portant subject remain unshaken ; and it would be a source of sin- 
cere gratification to them were they practically recognised and 
applied. 


Tue Moravian Misstonary Society. 


In the last report of the Society, the committee were enabled to 
announce that the Moravian Missionary Society had emancipated 
the slaves connected with their mission stations in the Danish Colo- 
nies. The result has proved an unmixed good toall parties. They 
have new the satisfaction to state that by a recent letter from Pa- 
ramaribo, Surinam, received in the early part of this month, mea- 
sures had been taken to emancipate the slaves connected with the 
mission stations in that colony. It will be a source of sincere 
rejoicing to all the friends of that Society to find their missions, in 
every part of the world, divorced from the system of slavery. 


THE FrEeE Cuurcu OF SCOTLAND. 


It will be remembered, that the commissioners of this important 
section of the British Churches, who went to the United States in 
1844, were, unhappily, induced. to visit the Slave-States, and to 
give the right-hand of fellowship to slave-holders. In return for 
which, liberal contributions were placed in their hands, for the pur- 
poses of the Free Church. They were warned of the consequences 
that would result from this act, by the executive Committee of 
American Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, but without effect. From 
what took place in the General Assembly of the Free Church last 
year, the committee have felt it to be their duty to memorialize that 
body, and to suggest the necessity of their bearing a decided testi- 
mony against slavery, and by way of giving emphasis to that tes- 
timony, to send back the money received from American Slave- 
holders. 

FOREIGN OPERATIONS. 


Unitrep States. 


The event of the most importance which has transpired during 
the last year, affecting the Anti-Slavery cause, has been the 
annexation of Texas to the United States, by formal acts of their 
respective legislatures. Thus has an extent of territory equal to the 
seventh part of the United States been added to that republic ; 
and what is most to be deplored, devoted, by its constitution, 
in perpetuity, to the curse of slavery. In the history of na- 
tions, an act of greater perfidy, a deed of greater unrighteous- 
ness, was never perpetrated by any people, with any pretence to 
civilization and religion. It is impossible to foresee what may be 
the ultimate issue of this criminal transaction. It has not been 
effected however, without the strenuous resistance and solemn protest 
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of ‘the better class of Americans, who believe it to be equally a 
Violation of the eternal principles of Justice, and of the constitutional 
law of their country ; and it has added, the committee believe, to 
the number and power of Abolitionists, and given new impetus 
and force to their exertions. 

But if the committee have to deplore this sad event, they have 
t record others of a gratifying nature. The present state of 
Maryland, Kentucky, Virginia, ‘Tennessee and Alabama, give 
indications that they are fast ripening for abolition. The facts 

are too numerous to be adduced in proof of this in the brief space of 
this report. It may however, be proper to say, that the discussion 
of the question of abolition is beginning to force itself on the 
attention of thinking men in the slave states, and that the attempts 
which have been made to silence the expression of opinion, whether 
by mobs, or by the action of the legislature, have failed in their 
effect. 

In many of the free states, there is evidently a desire to mitigate 
the severity of the laws against coloured persons, and to secure to 
them, in common with other citizens, the enjoyment of common 
rights. 

But it is chiefly among the various sections of the professedly 
Christian church, that the greatest revolution in opinion on the 
subject of slavery is taking place. Never was there among them 


so large a body of sound anti-slavery sentiment and feeling as at 


the present time, From this we argue that the days of slavery 
are drawing to a close in the United States, for the committee 
are persuaded that when the church shall do its duty this monstrous 
evil must cease. 

The Liberty Party is extending its operations and diffusing its 
influence throughout the Union. It contemplates an extensive and 
efficient organization of its forces, and there is every reason to 
believe it will make itself felt and respected at the next presidential 


election. 


The committee cannot close this short reference to the United 
States without assuring the friends of abolition there how sincerely 
they sympathize with them in their struggles and difficulties; and 
how highly they appreciate their zealous labours and sacrifices in 
the cause of human rights. 


FRANCE, 


On the continent of Europe no nation occupies so important a 
position on the anti-slavery question as France. In the last report 
of the society, the committee announced that a bill was before the 


‘French legislature, the object of which was to ameliorate the con- 


dition of the slave population of the French colonies. After a 
protracted ‘discussion in both chambers, it was, with some modi- 
fications, adopted. Up to this time, however, it has proved ineffi- 
cient for the purpose for which it was designed, and it evidently 
appears to be the fixed intention of the colonial authorities to make 
it a dead letter. This is what might have been expected; but it 
will, the committee trust, open the eyes of French abolitionists 
to the necessity of taking higher ground than they have yet done, 
and of demanding with one heart and voice the immediate and 
entire abolition of slavery. This is the only effectual cure for 
the evil. 

With a view to promote this desirable object, the secretary of the 
society. visited France during the autumn of last year; and the 
committee have the gratification of stating that a pamphlet, written 


_ by: an eminent individual in that country has been prepared, and 


will be extensively circulated, in which the right of the slave 
to immediate and unrestricted freedom is boldly maintained. As 


~a@ sequel to this, the committee trust there will be an organi- 


zation of abolitionists on that basis, who will prosecute the work 
with fidelity and zeal, The Committee regret to learn that their 
estimable friend M. Isambert, who has so long and so honourably 
filled the office of secretary to the French Anti-Slavery Society, 
has been compelled from the pressure of his official duties, to resign 
it into other hands. No man has served the cause of the slave with 
more zeal, or given greater proofs of devotion to it than he has 
done. It is gratifying however, to be able to report that the 
Anti-Slavery cause will still have the advantage of his steady 
adherence and zealous advocacy. M. Dutrone succeeded him in 


_ the arduous and responsible duties he has resigned. 


Hoiianp. 
In Holland, the committee are pleased to report that the friends 


of abolition are diligently engaged in diffusing information on the 


subject of slavery and abolition ; and that the periodical which 
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was established at Utrecht for that purpose, some time since, is ex- 
tensively read and is increasing in circulation. It is reported that 
the government is seriously entertaining the question. In the 
meantime, however, the slaves are rapidly decreasing ; and recently, 
there has been added to the horrors of their suffering condition, a 
great searcity of provisions, which it may be feared will add to the 
mortality which previously prevailed. 

The attempt to colonize a certain number of white persons in 
Surinam has been attended with a great waste of life. It would 
appear, that the only beings who can labour for any continuance 
on the flat alluvial lands of Surinam are Africans, or their 
descendants. 

From correspondence with their friends in Holland, the committee 
rejoice to find that they are earnestly engaged in promoting the 
work of abolition. ; 

DENMARK AND SWEDEN. 


The committee have nothing new to report respecting these 
countries, They trust, however, that the measures which have 
been adopted by their respective governments will speedily issue in 
the emancipation of all their slaves, Measures, it will be remem~ 
bered, were taken some time since to soften the condition of 
the slaves in the Danish colonies ; whilst a provision was made by 
the king and the diet of Sweeden last year to secure the abolition 
of slavery in St. Barts in a period of five years, 


SPAIN. 


The unsettled state of this unhappy country has prevented, any 
direct effort being made by the committee to promote the abolition 
of slavery in its colonies, They have to report, however, that 
instructions haye been issued to the captain general of Cuba to 
exert himself in the suppression of the slave-trade; and, a penal 
law has been passed by the Cortes for the punishment of those 
engaged in that nefarious traffic, The committee, do not attach 
the slightest degree of importance to either of these measures. 
The Spanish functionaries derive too great an advantage from the 
traffic to allow it to be abandoned ; and the mother country is too 
distant and too inefficient to control them, Besides which, part of 
the splendid revenue it derives from the colonies, results from the 
traffic; and it has political reasons for winking at its continuance. 
It is, however, certain that many of the influential planters and 
residents in the Havana are terrified at the large influx of negroes 
during the last few years; and have earnestly petitioned the 
government for its discontinuance. The recent insurrections in 
Cuba have tended to deepen their convictions of the danger of its 
continuance, and have presented scenes of cold-blooded atrocity, 
which have scarcely a parallel in the history of human oppression 
and human crime. From private sources of information the Com- 
mittee learn that upwards of a thousand slaves have been flogged 
to death, in the neighbourhood of Havana, and that some of them 
received more than two thousand lashes before they expired. 

To shew how lightly the Spanish government view the infamous 
proceedings of the captain-general of Cuba, O’Donnell, it has 
pleased the queen to confer on him a patent of nobility ag a reward 
for the eminent services he has rendered his country, 

Another appeal has been made by the Spanish minister in this 
country, to allow of the introduction of Spanish West India sugar 
into the British market, which has been courteously but firmly 
resisted by the British government. 


BRAZIL. 

In consequence of the expiry of the treaty for the suppression 

of the slaye-trade between Great Britain and Brazil, in 1845, con- 
ceding the right of search, it became necessary that measures should 
be taken to enforce the principle of the Portuguese convention of 
1817, which was accordingly done by the passing of an act of 
parliament under which slaves covered by the Brazilian flag, are 
now captured and condemned in the British admiralty courts, 
. It isa melancholy fact that the Brazilian government appear to 
be determinedly hostile to the abolition of the slave-trade ; and that, 
at the present time, it is more deeply involved in the traffic than 
any other power. The venality of the functionaries is complete. 
Yet the committee do not abandon all hope, The free people of 
colour are rapidly jacreasing in number, position, and wealth, and 
unless they are destitute of all sympathy for their brethren in 
bonds, it may be expected that their influence and efforts wi be 
devoted to their emancipation. 

Under the present system of supplying its plantations with re 
it is utterly impossible Brazil should flourish ; and in the’ esti- 
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mation of some of its best citizens the encouragement of the 
slave-trade, and the refusal to take any steps to put an end to 
slavery, must at no distant day be attended with the most fearful 
consequences, 

PORTUGAL. 

The committee feel pleased in being able to report somewhat 
more favourably of Portugal. Though, as yet, ier government 
opposes the abolition of slavery in her Asiatic and African posses- 
sions, it has, at length, begun to act with some degree of energy 
against the slave trade. It is manifestly the interest of Portugal 
to cultivate her rich African possessions by free labour; and the 
committee are happy to find that some of her leading men are 
devoting themselves to this question, and to the cause of 
abolition generally, in good earnest. 


Russia, AusTRIA, AND Prussia. 

The recent events which have transpired in Poland, and especi- 
ally the bloody scenes which have been enacted in Tarnow, are full 
of fearful meaning. The serfs, in that circle of Gallicia, have 
risen, if not at the instigation, at least with the connivance of 
Austrian authorities, upon their masters, and have cruelly massa- 
cred about eight hundred of them, and destroyed their habitations 
with fire. Having accomplished these objects, they have appealed 
to the government to relieve them from the Corvées or forced 
labour, to give them a portion ef the lands of their late masters, 
and relieve them in part of the heavy duty levied upon salt. 
The government whilst it thanks them for the services rendered, 
refuses to treat with them until they lay down their arms. With 
these the peasants will not part, and they are now in open 
revolt. In some encounters which they have had with the 
Austrian troops, they have been the victors. It will require a large 
force to subdue them. In the mean time, the serfs in other parts 
are becoming uneasy, and the flame of. insurrection is spreading 
beyond the limits of Gallicia. The serfs in Hungary, Bohemia, 
and other parts of Austrian Poland are expected to follow the 
example of those in Gallicia, It is reported that the Russian 
Government, fearing an outbreak in Livonia, have summoned a 
deputation of ‘nobles to Petersburg, for the purpose of consider- 
ing what concessions should be made to the serfs in that part of 
the empire. The serfs of Autria, Prussia, and Russia, demand 
their liberty, and although the committee do not approve the 
means that some among them are using to secure it, they cannot 
but sympathize with them, and most earnestly desire that the 
three governments, under whose dominion they live, or rather 
suffer, may be led at once to concede that which can no longer 
be withheld without danger. A servile war, in which a deep 
sense of injury gives keenness to revenge, and in which ignorance 
and ferocity are led on by passion, is as horrible to contemplate, 
as it must be fatal in its results. 


TURKEY. 

In the official papers relative to the slave-trade, there will be 
found a correspondence between the Turkish minister and the 
British government relative to thirty-three negresses who had been 
delivered from slavery by the authorities at Zante, into which port 
a Turkish vessel from Tripoli, having them on board, had put in 
consequence of stress of weather. Among the arguments used to 
induce Lord Aberdeen to,give them up is the following :—“ In 
Turkey the condition of slaves is entirely different from that of 
other countries. The slavery of the blacks among certain people 
consists in a mere speculation in the labour and the life of man, 
whom they treat as if he were a brute beast. In Turkey slavery 
wears the aspect of domestic service, for our slaves are really parts 
of our families; and I dare affirm that there is not one of them, 
who, if he were interrogated, would be found to regret the primitive 
and savage state from which he had been drawn.” ‘The reply of 
Lord Aberdeen to the demand of the Turkish minister was to the 
following effect, that the liberation of the negroes resulted from an 
absolute and invariable law, which not only prevailed at Zante but 
throughout the whole dominion of Great Britain. 

: It is a melancholy fact that the Circassian slave-trade has again 
been revived, and that it is now carried on with great activity, and 
that too with the connivance of the Russian authorities. The 
following extract from a communication of the British consul 
at Samsoon, dated 27th of November, 1848, as well as later private 
information, will show this : 

“* Within the last month five small vessels have come here from Cir- 
cassia, bringing in all upwards of 700 male and female slaves for the 
Constantinople market, These, after performing a quarantine of fifteen 





days, were allowed to proceed to their destination, The vessels are con- 
fiscated, and kept here, and the captains sent to Constantinople for 
punishment, which, however, is not inflicted unless insisted upon by the 
Russian minister, In fact, I am told that their dispatch thither, and the 
confiscation of the vessels, are mere matters of form, and only temporary 
measures. Both will be released after a short detention.” —_—/ 

On the other hand it is right to state that a Hatti-sheriff has 
been issued by the Sublime Porte, forbidding any class of its 
subjects, whether Mahommedan or Christian, to exact corvées.or 
forced labour, from any other of their fellow-subjects. To what 
extent this prohibition was found to be necessary, the committee 
are not able to say, but they hail it with satisfaction, as a proof of 
the advancing spirit of humanity and justice in the councils of the 
present Turkish government. 


Eaypt. 


The committee regret to state that the Ghazua or Negro-hunts 
are still continued by the Pacha of Egypt. His apology is the 
necessity of recruiting his army by that means. To maintain these 
black regiments, which have been formed at Khartoom, in an 
effective state, the Pacha avows “‘it is necessary to have recourse 
to coercive means.”” His own account of these atrocious hunts is 
as follows:—‘‘ These military incursions have for their object 
not the enslavement of women, children, and old men, but to bring 
under authority the young and able-bodied men as recruits of free 
condition, so far as the rules of the army and the necessities of the 
state will permit ; not to reduce human beings to the condition of 
merchandize, but to make them soldiers in the enjoyment of all the 
privileges assured to individuals of the same class, and the prospect 
of being raised to the grade of officers.” 

In 1844, the British consul at Alexandria advised the Home 
government that a portion of the Egyptian troops had been 
despatched to Khartoom under the command of Menikli Pacha “on 
an expedition to hunt negroes as recruits for his army ;” and that 
he had little hope that the cruelties practised against the people 
of Sennaar would cease until these inhuman hunts were abandoned, 
The committee learn also from the proceedings of the French 
Geographical Society, for September, 1845, that a military ex- 
pedition composed of 6000 men had, a short time before, been sent on 
a negro-hunt, accompanied by Dr, Costelli as physician and 
naturalist, and that much interest was expected to be derived 
from the record of its proceedings. 

In commenting on this fact, the editor of the Abolitioniste 
Frangais, observes :—“‘It will be seen that these abominable 
hunts have not yet ceased ; that they are made on so grand a scale 
as to require 6000 men at one time to accomplish their objects; and 
what is worse, that Europeans are found to associate themselves with 
these savage and cannibal acts.” ...... “The slaver is con- 
demned, but the Pacha of Egypt receives the grand cordon of the 
Legion of Honour.” 

NORTHERN AFRICA. 


The British vice-consul, residing at Mourzouk, communicates 
the following facts relative to the slave-trade with that place :— 


‘‘The number of slaves arrived from the Ist April to the 31st De- 
cember, 1843, is 1600, to whom are to be added about 200 more who 
passed as servants and concubines, and who at last were sold. The 
following is a distinct list :— 

From Bornou, about ...... 1500 
», Soudan, directly .... 246 
», Ditto, vid Gaat...... 32 
09 Wadai cecsccsveceoes 22 

4‘ The major part are from the mountains of Maggu, Ambana, Feli, 
Imbun, Sara, Serva, Bua, Samrei, Sabara, Guka, Bina, Kreci, Zuna, 
Benda, Madegu, Rebuba, Riola, Sciacara, Mura, Eben, Tacoba, savage 
countries and idolaters, as they say: there are subjects of Vadai, Darfar, 
Baghermi, Mandara, Bornou, Nife, and of many other places of the 
Soudan, who have some idea of the Mahommedan religion. 

‘‘ About 200 slaves of the last caravan remained in Katron; a great 
number from Tibu have taken the direction of Gaat. The number of 
women is about 60 per cent,, of men 40 per cent, The mortality during 
their journey, of those who came from Bornou escorted by the Tobanis 
and Arabs of that region, is from 20 to 50 per cent. according to the 
season; of those who came from Soudan, under the conduct of the 
Tuaricks, is from 5 to 10 per cent, These latter treat with more humanity 
those unhappy men; they clothe them, feed them well, do not fll-use 
them, and travel by short journeys. In fact, on the arrival of a caravan 
from Soudan, the poor wretches are seen covered and in good state ; those 
who arrive from Bormi, on the contrary, are in a deplorable condition, 
naked, exhausted by fatigue, hungry, and horribly maltreated; they are 
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foreed to walk, and whipped. ‘For these reasons, the mortality is greater. 
Here they die at the rate of three or four per cent. There are in town 
about 800 slaves; the rest have been transported to Tripoli, Bengazi, and 
Egypt. One cannot ascertain the exact number, as they set off secretly, 
for not paying the custom. From the Ist of January to the day of my 
arrival, have been sent off about 300 slaves.”’ 

In subsequent communications, the Vice-Consul announces the 
arrival of two caravans, the first bringing 80 and the second 70 
slaves. 


TRIPOLI. 


The slave-trade from the ports cf Tripoli to the Levant and Con- 
stantinople is still actively carried on. The committee cannot refer 
to this country without stating that their fellow-labourer in the Anti- 
slavery cause, Mr. James Richardson, quitted it some months since 
for Ghadames, on the borders of the Great Desert, where he spent 
some time collecting information respecting the slave-trade, and 
from whence he set out for central Africa, on the same errand. 
Should he be permitted to accomplish his journey in safety, he will 
be able to present to the public a body of evidence in relation 
thereto, of the most important kind. 


TunIs. 


The enlightened ruler of Tunis, has, the committee are gratified 
in being able to report, at length consummated his anti-slavery 
measures by the complete abolition of Slavery, and the slave-trade, 
throughout his entire territory. This noble decree’ was issued in 
the early part of the present year. 


Conclusion. 


The abolition of Slavery throughout the dominions of Great 
Britain having been happily accomplished, the future prosecution 
ef the Anti-Slavery cause will depend less on those exciting cir- 
cumstances, which, for so long a period, gave impulse to its move- 
ments, than on the great principle on which that cause was based. It 
should be remembered, however, that it is one thing to have 
accomplished a splendid victory—another to secure its legitimate 
and appropriate results. To have abolished the law of Slavery is 
not to have established the law of Freedom. British Abolitionists 
have now to watch, both in India and the West Indies, a powerful , 
though defeated enemy, and to counteract those insidious designs 
and subtle stratagems, by which that enemy seeks to regain, through 
the medium of bad laws, his former power. But beyond this 
British Abolitionists have a great work to accomplish for the 
world. The evil of Slavery must be met and overcome everywhere, 
and although the means at their disposal are now less direct 
than formerly, they are not inefficient for their purpose. 

Great Britain is now the central point of abolition. To its 
Christian philanthropists, the friends of human liberty in all 
countries, look with the deepest interest. If the Anti-Slavery cause 
loses its supporters here, it loses them elsewhere. Let it not then 
be said that, in the moment of triumph, they gave way to apathy 
and indifference; but rather, that feeling the grandeur of their 
mission, and the mighty interests at stake, they renewed their 
determination never to relax from their efforts, nor swerve from 
their purpose, until the whole earth were freed from the curse and 
the degradation of slavery. Let the poor slaves of other lands, 
who stretch forth their manacled hands to the Christian philan- 
thropists of this country, and plead for justice and humanity, be 
heard. Their claims to your sympathy and exertions are incon- 
testible. They are men and brethren, Pity and defend them. 
Demand for them, as you would for yourselves, your wives, and 
your children, the sacred right of freedom, and ‘‘the blessing of 
those who are ready to perish will come upon you.” 

In concluding their report, the Committee cannot but advert to 
the heavy loss which the Anti-Slavery cause has sustained by the 
lamented decease of Wm. Knibb, of Jamaica. Few men have 
occupied so much of the public eye as this intrepid champion of 
human rights. Few men have descended to the grave with a more 
honorable fame, or have been more deeply lamented by his sor- 
rowing friends. Asa missionary, his name will be enrolled with 
the most eminent of those who have successfully laboured in the 
Christian vineyard. As a philanthropist, he will ever be 
associated with the emancipation of the negroes in the British West 
Indies. It is an honour to any country to have produced such a 
man,. But the committee trust that others will be raised up to 
emulate his excellencis, and help forward to their final completion 
those good works to which J.is Jife-was devoted. . 





By his death the committee are reminded of the intimate union 
which exists between the progress of the gospel and the freedom 
of mankind. Where slavery exists, it offers a barrier, all but in- 
surmountable to the progress of divine truth. How strong the 
call then to unceasing lahour to promote the universal abolition of 
Slavery and the slave-trade. 
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Che Anti-Slaverp Reporter. 


LONDON, MONDAY, JUNE lst, 1846. 


The extent to which the proceedings of the Annual Meeting of 
the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society for the present year 
extends, will not allow of our doing more, on the present occasion, 
than merely to call the attention of our readers to the facts contained 
in the abstract of the Report, and to the speeches of the gentlemen 
who took part in the proceedings at Free-Masons’ Hall. We 
commend the Society to the warm and energetic support of the 
friends of the slave in all parts of the United Kingdom, and 
earnestly entreat for its varied and important operations the 
sympathies and prayers of all true-hearted Abolitionists. 





We are happy to announce both to our friends at home and in 
the Colonies, that Her Majesty’s Government have arrived at the 
conclusion, that it is not advisable that the British Parliament 
should be invited to authorize a guarantee by the State of any loan 
which the West India Colonies may raise for the purpose of 
promoting the emigration of labourers into those colonies. It is 
also decided that the contract law of 1838, shall remain untouched, 
so far as Airicans and Coolies imported into the colonies are 
concerned. It would have been most cruel and unjust had the 
Government decided otherwise. We may also add that froma 
communication received from Mr. Secretary Gladstone, the 
flogging ordinance of British Guiana has not yet received the 
sanction of the Crown, and that we firmly hope it will not. The 
Government are in correspondence with Governor Light on the 
subject. 

We beg to inform our readers, and the friends of the Anti- 
slavery cause generally, that it is proposed by Sir Robert Peel, 
that the debate on the sugar duties, shall take place on the 22th 
instant. It is the intention of the Anti-slavery Committee to 
petition Parliament that the duties on free-labour sugar, whether 
produced in the British possessions abroad, or in foreign countries, 
shall be equalized. The principle of exclusion they apply to 
slave-produce, and to that alone. It is earnestly hoped that the 
various auxiliaries and supporters of the Society will memorialize 
their representatives in the House of Commons, to sustain this 
proposal, as a solemn duty which they owe to the su 
millions who are now crushed beneath the iron-yoke of slavery. 
No time must be lost in carrying this recommendation into effect, 








The news from the British Colonies by the last mail is more 
satisfactory than that we presented last month. The drought in 
many islands has been followed by copious rains; and the antici- 
pated defalcation in the amount of produce exported this year 
will not be so great as was feared. It is satisfactory to know that 
large supplies of sugar are expected from India and Mauritius. 
As yet we have seen no estimate on which we could rely as to 
the quantity of free-labour sugar we may expect from foreign 
countries ; we hope, however, it will prove abundant. 





Our foreign news is particularly interesting, both from the Con- 
tinent and also from the United States ; but we are compelled, for 
want of space, to compress within the aeniinsile limits the informa- 
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tion we have received. The question of slavery in the French 
colonies, and the delay of the French government in giving effect 
to the law for the amelioration of the condition of the slaves in 
them, has been the subject of earnest discussion in the Chamber of 
Deputies. M. Isambert, with his well-known zeal; has nobly done 
his duty. M. Ternaux Compans by his expositions of the nature 
of slavery as it at present exists, has demonstrated the necessity 
for its immediate and entire abolition. The facts produced, and 
the discussions to which it gave rise, are full of interest and im- 
portance. We shall return to this subject again. 

The revolted peasants in Austrian-Poland are said to amount to 
80,000, and are led by the celebrated Dembrowki. Szela, the 
peasant-king, has proved a traitor to the cause of his brethren, but 
none of them appear to have followed his example. He is said to 
be at Tarnow under the surveillance of the authorities. 

In Portugal, a change of ministry has taken place. We rejoice 
to observe that those noblemen who have so long and so honour- 
ably distinguished themselves in promoting the abolition of slavery 
in the Portuguese possessions in India and Africa, are now in 
power. We allude to the Duke de Palmella, the Viscount Sa de 
Bandeira, and the Count de Lavradio. We sincerely trust that 
they will do themselves the honour of terminating the system 
of slavery both in Africa and India. Such a use of their power 
will reflect the highest honour on themselves, and prove of the 
utmost importance to their country. 

The friends of the Anti-slavery cause in the United States, are 
moving with their accustomed ardour in the work of abolition, and 
we look by the next mail for important communications from them. 
We trust the unhappy war which has commenced between the 
United States and Mexico will not impede, but rather increase their 
efforts in the right uirection. Slavery has giyen rise to that war; 
and should it be prosecuted, the responsibility connected with the 
shedding of blood in the cause of unrighteousness will be awful, 
and will lie at the door of the men who sanctioned by their votes 
the annexation of Texas to the Union. In another place will be 
found particulars respecting the death of Mr. Torrey, which we 
think will move the hearts of all our readers. 





It will gratify our readers to learn that Mr. James Richardson, 
the enterprising traveller and philanthropist, who in November 
last year started from Ghadames, on the borders of the Sahara, 
Northern Africa, for the interior of the Continent, has safely 
reached Tripoli in good health. His journey covered a space of 
1900. miles. He has obtained a large amount of most valuable 
information respecting the extent and general character of the 
slave-trade in that almost unknown part of the world, which we 
hope to be able to present to our readers in our next number. - 





TORREY IS DEAD! 

The following extractsfrom American papers will give our readers 
particulars respecting the death of the Rev. C. T. Torrey. He 
died in prison, the victim of a law which violates every principle of 
humanity and religion. The deepest sympathy is felt in this 
country as well as in the United States, for the wife and family of 
this martyr of. slave-holding cruelty. Lovejoy was murdered by a 
pro-slavery mob, Torrey by pro-slavery law. But the deaths of 
these devoted friends of human freedom will not be lost to the 
anti-slavery cause. Not a man who feels as he ought to feel, not 
a Christian who loves the sacred principles of his religion, but will 
declare unceasing hostility to the American slave-system, and 
labour, in season and out of season, to crush and destroy it. 
Though Torrey died in the common jail of a slave Siate, he will be 
buried in the free soil of Massachusetts, and many a pilgrimage 
will be made to his tomb, not only by those who loved him whilst 
living, and mourn him dead, but by the stranger from foreign 
climes, who regards the sacred rights of humanity, and hates 
tyranny and oppression. His memory will be cherished with 
affectionate respect by all whose sympathies are stirred by the 
degradation and misery of three millions of slaves, and who long 
for their deliverance. It is most gratifying to learn that Mr. Torrey 
was divinely supported in his last momens; and that we may 
indulge the assured hope, that his redeemed spirit passed from the 
cell of his prison-house to that glorious and everlasting home 
“e _— the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are at 
rest. ; 

(From the Emancipator of 13th May.) 
Just as our paper was going to press, we received information 








that the martyr has entered into his rest. -Our friend and brother 
Torrey breathed his last, on Saturday, May 9, at three o’clock, 
p-m., in calm and humble trust in his Saviour. His funeral will 
be in this city on Monday, the 18th instant, at three o’clock, p.m. 
Address by the Rev. Joseph C. Lovejoy, brother to the Martyr 
of Alton. We are permitted to copy the following letter addressed 
to Mr. Torrey’s brother-in-law in this city. 


Mr. Ide: %’Baltimore, May 9, 1846. 

“Dear Sir,—Our Torrey—the Slave’s Torrey—the world’s 
Torrey is no more. The God of the oppressed has called him to his 
reward. His pardon has long been signed and sealed by the King of 
kings ; and this afternoon, at three o’clock a messenger from the court 
of Heaven, came and opened the prison-doors, and set him free ; 
and he is now the wonder and joy of the heavenly host. Methinks 
there are new songs in heaven to-night—‘‘ Inasmuch as ye have 
done it to one of the least of these, ye have done it unto me.”—~ 
‘Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” The express will not 
leave till eight o’clock to-morrow evening, when we hope to 
forward the body.: Everything on our part is in complete 
readiness. In deep sympathy and sorrow, yours,” ee 

The New York Tribune, Monday evening edition, had the fol- 
lowing articles, from letters addressed to a gentleman in New York. 
One gentleman writing on Friday, says— 

“<T have just come from the bed-side of Mr. Torrey ; he is almost 
gone. He had a hemorrhage last night, and threw up half a gill 
of blood. He is very weak now, but knew me, and spoke of his 
death in view with faith and resignation. He spoke also of the 
kindness of Jesus, in making ‘sick and in prison’ the climax of 
his specifications when he noticed the positions in which his disci- 
ples might administer to his wants. ‘ He may have thought of me,’ 
said he.” 

Another gentleman, on Saturday evening, writes as follows : 

‘Our beloved Torrey departed this life at three o’clock this 
afternoon. Mr. S. was absent from the city, and I have therefore 
learned none of the particulars of his death. He visited him 
twice yesterday, and found him peaceful and happy. There is 
now no more that his enemies can do. Happy deliverance !” 





» 
SYMPATHY FOR MR. TORREY. 


We have not for a long time seen a notice more gratifying than 


the announcement that the Union Church, at Worcester, the 


church of which Mr. Torrey is a member, have by vote requested 
their respected pastor, the Rev. Mr. Smalley, to visit their afflicted 
fellow-member in his affliction and imprisonment, and afford him 
those consolations which such a visit cannot but afford to the dying 
martyr. May the Heavenly Comforter aid him in his ministration 
of Christian mercy! We learn that Mr. Smalley left Worcester 
on Tuesday of last week. His expenses were born by an individual 
whose attention was forcibly arrested by the Scripture expression 
—‘‘ sick and in prison, and ye visited me not.” 

We are kindly permitted to copy a paragraph from a letter 
written by one who takes a sincere interest in Mr. Torrey’s case, 
and who will do all that Christian fidelity and tenderness requires for 
the sufferer. It is dated, Baltimore, May 4.—The writer says— 

“Mr. Torrey is rapidly failing. It is not probable he will last 
a week longer. His mind is clear—his faith strong—his hope an 
anchor that binds him in increasing confidence to his Saviour. He 
is a happy man. Oh, that his murderers could but feel one 
moiety of that love to man thet has brought him there, or of that 
love to God that makes him happy there in spite of all their derid- 
ings and traducings !” 

A letter in the Philadelphia Citizen, dated April 22, says— 
‘“‘ Mr. Torrey is very low. Dr. Gibson, who attends upon him, re- 
marked to-day that he could not live more than a week or two, 
and that he might die in a few days. He is calm and resigned, 
and knows that he must very soon leave the world. He will pro- 
bably die in prison, and his remains be carried to Massachusetts. 
His wife is in a feeble state of health ; so feeble that her physician 
will not allow her to come to Baltimore, as he thinks it would 
cause her death. 





The usual acknowledgment of subscriptions and donations to 
the Society, is unavoidably postponed until next month. Further 
contributions are earnestly and respectfully requested, 


- 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of the subscribers and friends to this institution 
was held at Freemasons’-hall yesterday. The attendance was not so large 
as we have seen on previous occasions, but was of the ge eg oud 
bility, On the platform we observed Sir E, N. Buxton, .; 8. Craw- 
ford, Esq., M.P.; Joseph Sturge, Esq. (Birmingham); George Thomp.-. 
son, Esq.; John Scoble, Esq.; W. Burgess, Esq.; — Brown, Esq., of 
New York; Frederick Douglass, the American slave; John 8, Mollet, 
Esq., of Amsterdam; Joseph Cooper, Esq.; G. W. Alexander, Esq. ; 
Henry Sterry, Esq.; George Sturge, Esq. ; William Beaumont, Esq. ; 
Samuel Sturge, Esq.; Joseph Ferguson, !sq., of Carlisle; Samuel Gur- 
ney, jun,, Esq.; W. Forster, .; and George Stacey, Esq. Also the 
Rev. Drs. Wright, Hutton, and Carlile; the Rev. Messrs. J, Burnet, W. 
Browning (Newcastle), James Borwick (Cupar, Fife), William Chalmers 
(Free Church), William Spencer (Devonport), B. Parsons (Ebley), Owen 
Clarke, George Mackenzie, John H. Hinton, A. M., and John Woodward, 
&e, &c. &c. 

Sir E. N. Buxton, Bart., having been called to the chair, rose and 
said,——Before I call on the secretary to read the report of the proceedings 
of the Society for the past year, I will make a few remarks, In the first 
place I must express the gratification I feel at finding myself in the chair 
at an anti-slavery meeting, and in bearing my testimony, humble as it is, 
to the truth and righteousness of those principles of freedom for which 
some of those whom I have most dearly loved and most highly honoured, 
have expended their lives. If we look at our colonies, whether in the East 
Indies or West, we find that now for the first time the abolition of slavery 
is completed ; that there is not amongst all the millions of those who were 
in bondage, one who can be called the property of another man. (Cheers.) 
If we look at our own colonies, especially in the West Indies, where that 
atrocious system prevailed, we find that our efforts have been crowned with 
triumphant success ; that all our hopes, all our desires for the elevation of 
those poor peorls. have been more than realized; that they are willing to 
work even for moderate wages, that they will devote themselves to arduous 
and hard work, that they are moral, that they give themselves to religion, 
that they are happy, that they are great consumers of our manufactures, 
and, in short, from being miserable slaves, they are transferred into happy, 
prosperous, and useful colonists. We find also, from rd to year, that 
the increase of free grown sugar is most satisfactory. I am sure that no 
one can look fairly into that subject without seeing, that if free-labour 
sugar has but a fair chance—if due time is given to its growth—there is 
no doubt that enough may be grown, not only for ge rs in this 
country, but, if it were necessary, for the consumption of all Europe. 
There are some points yet requiring our continued attention connected 
with our own colonies, I would especially allude to the important and 
painful question of the immigration of foreign labourers into our own 
colonies. I do believe, if anything will endanger the welfare of those 
colonies, the happiness of the negroes, and of those who are imported, it 
is the system by which the Hill Coolies are imported into the West Indies, 
and also to the Mauritius. It is a most expensive, a most dangerous, a 
most immoral system. (Hear, hear.) It is one which im my opinion, by 
diverting the attention of West India colonists from scientific improve- 
ments, and other methods, is inducing them to rely-upon a dangerous and 
evil system, instead of one which in a short time would give them a greater 
produce of sugar with greater prosperity to the island. Another point of 
great importance is, the laws which are passed in the West India Islands, 
and which are most unfavourable to the black colonists. Nothing can be 
more unfair—more cruel—than that our negro friends should be taxed as 

are in order that, from the produce of this taxation, other colonists 
should be introduced merely for the purpose of reducing their wages, so 
that the man is taxed to injure himself, (Hear, hear.) Iam quite con- 
vineed that if this Society had no other business than to watch the colonial 
legislatures, that our friends would do well to support it for that purpose 
only. (Cheers.) If we turn from our domestic colonies, where slavery 
has existed, and look at foreign countries, we must confess that the prospect 
is not so bright. As far as my opinion goes, if we look at the events of 
the last year or two, we have no great ground for encouragement. In 
France a measure was passed last year, professedly for the amelioration of 
the slaves ; but it has proved, as might well be expected, almost an entire 
failure. If we look at Spain, we find that they have again sent out an 
order to the Governor-General of Cuba to do all that he can to abolish 
the slave trade—an order which, we may venture to say, they never would 
have sent, if they had not been certain that it would have been disobeyed. 
If we look at the United States, we find that during the last year they have 
added Texas to their country, and have, by that means, opened a market 
for slaves, and that internal slave trade which, going on in America, may 
take centuries to fill up. I feel, therefore, that, at the first glance, we 
have no great reason to congratulate ourselves. In addition to this, it is 
painful to find that the slave trade which this country, with one voice, was 
execrating, is going on between Africa, Cuba, and the Brazils, with all the 
violence and misery with which it has ever been accompanied, and to as 
great an extent now as it ever did. On the whole, therefore, I see no 
great reason to rejoice, but every reason for continuing our labours, doing 
what we can, be it little or much, to mitigate or put an end to this evil. 
But though I see no great hopes for the present, yet I must say that, in my 
opinion, slavery and the slave trade cannot be much longer continued. I do 
believe that if the Spaniards and Americans will not be wise in time—if 
they will not emancipate their slaves while they have the opportunity—a 
day is coming, and fast coming, when they will find that, by a most awful 
and bloody revolution, the slaves will rise up and wrest their freedom from 
them in a way which will bury the white population in destruction (hear, 
hear), and, it is to be feared, will not produce that happiness that might 
be expected to the black people themselves. (Hear, heat’) I trust, there- 
fore, that we may employ all our energies, all our opportunities, in proving 
to these countries that it is for their interest and for their welfare that they 
should emancipate the slaves while they have the opportunity, and that we 
3 eb them, by the example of our A ote yg that if they will do 
80, they Thay expect a cheaper and much mofe prosperous cultivation of 
their lands. (4 heers.) 

J. Scosie, Esq., then read an abstract of the Report, for which see our 
first page. : 

G. W. AvexanprrR, Esq., Treasurer; then presented his accounts, 








from which it appeared that the total receipts of the year amounted to 
£1,821 6s. 10d., and the expenditure to £1,709 14s. 9d., leaving a 
balance in hand of £11112s. 1d. The liabilities of the Society to the Ist 
of May, the period when the account was made up, were, exclusive of the 
balance in the Treasurer’s hands, about £300. 

Rev. Joun Burner rose to move,— 

That the Report, of which an abstract has now been read, be 
printed and circulated under the direction of the Committee; and that 
the following gentlemen be the Committee and office-bearers of the 
Society, with power to add to their number, for the ensuing year; viz., 
President, Thomas Clarkson, Playford Hall; Treasurer, George William 
Alexander, Lombard-street ; Committee, Robert Alsop, William Ball, 
J. Gurney Barclay Richard Barrett, Lewis F. Bellot, Sir Edward North 
Buxton, Bart., Rev. James Carlile, D.D., Joseph Cooper, Josiah 
Forster, Robert Forster, Samuel Fox, Samuel Gurney, jun., Rev. J. H, 
Hinton, M.A., Edmund Pace, Jacob Post, George Stacey, Henry Sterry, 
Samuel Sturge, Rev. John Woodwark; Secretary, John Scoble; Col- 
lector, Thomas Boulton, 44, Essex-street, Strand; Corresponding 
Members, Professor Ackersdyke, Utrecht; John Beaumont, Ufford, 
near Woodbridge ; Rev, William Bevan, Liverpool ; Hon. J. G, Birney, 
Michigan, United States; Samuel Bowly, Gloucester; John Candler, 
York; Dr. Carové, Frankfort on the Maine; Francis R, Cocking, 
Venezuela; L. F. and A. Courtois, Toulouse; William Dillworth 
Crewdson, Kendal; Professor G. de Félice, Montauban; William 
Forster, Norwich; Joseph John Gurney, ditto; Samuel Gurney, 
London; Thomas Harvey, Leeds; M. Isambert, Paris; Hon. William 
Jay, Chester, United States; Rev. Joshua Leavitt, Boston, United 
States; M. L’Instant, Hayti; R. R. Madden, M.D. Lisbon; Wil- 
liam Morgan, Birmingham: Hon. S. J. Prescod, Barbadoes; Joseph 
T. Price, Neath Abbey; M. Groen van Printserer, the Hague; Rev. 
Thomas Scales, Leeds; Joseph Sturge, Birmingham; Lewis Tappan, 
New York, United States; David Turnbull, Jamaica; Professor Worms, 
Hamburgh. 

With regard to the names that have been read, I need say nothing, They 
are either well known to you in the form of a managing committee, or they 
are known by their fame in the different quarters of the world, from which 
they have sent in their names as adherents to the great work in which you 
are engaged. With regard to the Report, I shall make but very few obsere 
vations, especially when I think there is a gentleman on the platform— 
yes, I will call him a gentleman— who has himself been a slave, and 
who is only a free man because he has touched the soil of our free 
country. (Cheers.) And it would ill-become me or any one else to 
prevent that individual from giving you, at any length in which he may 
be disposed to indulge, the sentiments he will have to bring before you. 
Seldom do we hear of the slave effecting his own emancipation ; but it is 
a blessing that sometimes occurs in the history of slavery and of freedom. 
But it may be said, if he has effected his own emancipation—if he has 
escaped from slavery—that he is stolen property; some of the pro-slavery 
gentlemen would say that he is, and that he has run away with himself. 
(Laughter). Now, I do not see that there is any evil in stolen goods 
running away with themselves if they can; it appears to me only a kind 
of theft which one would be inclined to encourage. I wish all the stolen 
goods would find their way to their just and proper place, and we should 
soon find an end to stealing. I therefore congratulate our friend in the 
midst of us, though he has stolen himself; and I have no doubt he will 
communicate to you what will give you ample reason for congratulating 
yourselves that you have come together to see and tohear him. There was 
a time when we could scarcely persuade many people—and people by no 
means destitute of intelligence - that slavery was not a good and proper 
thing. I remember myself to have met a pro-slavery advocate, who 
observed that the sons of Africa were doomed by the Creator himself to 
slavery, and as they were the descendants of Cain, they were suffering the 
punishment due to Cain for the murder of his brother Able; they were, 
therefore, supposed to be an illustration of the Divine justice. That indivi- 
dual, however, forgot two things, of which, of course, it was my duty to 
remind him—viz., that all the descendants of Cain perished in the flood, 
and that the whole human race are the descendants of Noah, and not of 
Cain. In the next place he forgot another circumstance, which he ought 
to have remembered before he profaned the name-of the Creator, or 
alleged that slavery was right—that is, that the Creator said if any should 
slay Cain himself vengeance should be taken sevenfold. But it is useless 
to go back to those times except to recollect that the cloud has disappeared 
after the sun has broken through it, and cleared the horizon to ee us 
on our way. But it may be asked whether we have not only overcome 
these strong arguments with regard to the justice of slavery, but whether 
we have not really, according to the statement made in the report to-day, 
altogether put it down. Within our own territories we have at length— 
shame to the blot that rests upon our history, and, let me add, it will 
continue to form a blot upon our history to all generations, that we 


allowed a slave to exist within our dominions,—we have at length termi- 


nated slavery. But what is the extent of the emancipation we have 
achieved compared with that which we have still to accomplish? Africa 
is nearer to us than Asia, more in our way than America; and why, not- 
withstanding these circumstances, is it that that quarter of the world, 
bordering upon civilized Europe, should have so long been left as the chief 
market of the slave-trade of every European nation. Why are the 
millions in Africa shut out more from us now than the millions of China ? 
Why are they further from our sympathies and our power to help than 
the very utmost ends of the earth? Why is it that we know so little of 
Africa, and that so little has been done for it? It is not because it is a bar- 
ren waste ; it is not because it is thinly peopled. Its plants and its popula- 
tion are equally teeming, and, let me add, equally interesting. It is for 
no reason, but the simple fact, that the slave-trade prevails in Africa, and 
that slavery is its curse, that we are thus shut out from dealing with the 
great bulk of its population on the broad ground of brotherhood. (Hear, 
hear.) Clear away this fearful spot from the condition of Africa, and 
Africa is sufficiently near to be frequently visited; sufficiently populous 
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to be greatly improved; sufficiently productive to reward those who 
become its benefactors. Why not carry on a more extended trade with 
that great continent? ‘Why not convince the people that trade is better 
than mutual destruction ? Why not let stems know that the value of 
human flesh can only raise them a comparatively small sum, while the 
value of their productions on a system of freedom cannot be measured or 
calculated. Convince them of this—but how? ‘While white men are 
landing on their shores, and encouraging them to —— their liberty by 
selling each other; while we compel them to it, telling them that if they 
do not bring slaves from the interior, even their chiefs and princes will 
themselves be seized, and their families driven to the coast and sold as 
slaves—what a degradation of the civilized world. But how is this to be 
removed? We have no power in Africa. This Society does not propose 
to wield physical power—we have no power over the continental nations ; 
but we have influence in the civilized world. And why have we been 
raised by Providence to the high position that we occupy, if not to employ 
the influence arising from that position for the diffusion of every benefit 
that can bestow blessings on the human race? Were we raised merely 
to glory in our military laurels—merely to boast of the prowess of our 
naval flag—to carry on a selfish and interested commerce, by which none 
should profit but ourselves ? or were we raised to be the philanthropists of 
our age and of the world, and not merely to set an example to other 
nations by liberating our own slaves, but rather to follow it up by the 
exposure of the evils of slavery and the high blessings of freedom, till all 
the nations shall have cast away from themselves the vile and degrading 
circumstances of slavery? (Cheers.) Do you suppose that foreign 
hations can read everything that is exposed by this Society without 
feeling? Exists there a mind so thoroughly petrified as never to burn 
with shame of its own iniquity? Exists there a }.ingdom altogether 
in le to the honest and just appeals of honest and well-meaning 
men? Our fallen nature has fallen low indeed, but not quite so low 
as this. Therefore this Society, considered as a public exposure of the 
evils of slavery, and as an advocate for the blessings of liberty, ought to 
‘be supported by kind and generous interest, as well as by pecuniary aid. 
A citizen pf the world is a phrase that has sometimes been employed 
to designate a man that looks to all men as his brethren, and this phrase 
has sometimes been laughed at as Utopian; but still, I say, whether 
the ga is rightly or wrongly used, it does indicate a work which we 
are bound to attempt—the amelioration of the human race. I would, 
therefore, encourage you to keep the Society up—to keep it reporting and 
reporting on every slave nest in the world, till they have been exposed — ex- 
ae with clearness—and beaten down with demonstration, that will make 

ose who protect such shelters of bondage be ashamed of the course they 
have pursued, and let the oppressed go free. (Cheers.) 1 leave the 
ae: and am sorry that I must, so that I shall not be able to hear the 

dividual whose circumstances I have brought before the meeting; but | 
leave it only to | ay another. The Aborigines’ Protection Society is now 
meeting —a kindred institution, pursuing the same course in another form, 
and worthy of a much larger measure of support than it enjoys. But 
never let the idea for a moment be taken up by the friends of this Society 
that their work is done, because their own slaves are emancipated. Your 
slaves were but a handful compared with those that still look to you for 
deliverance : and where are they to look if they look not to England? 
It is true that some foreigners have produced interesting publications on 
the subject, and it may be said that they will do the work, for they have 
been encouraged by you. They are the fruits of your labour—make 
these fruits more productive. When the foreign press joins your own, 
and both use a hue-and-cry against the man-stealers, believe me the 
world’s emancipation is at hand. (Loud cheers.) 

S. Crawrorp, Esq., M.P., in seconding the resolution, said—The 
committee of your Society having done me the honour of requesting me 
to second this resolution, I consider that I should give the lie to every 
profession which I have ever made, of being a friend of the political 
rights of the people, if I did not come forward when thus called upon, to 
advocate the rights of the slave. (Cheers.) I cannot indeed conceive 
how any man professing a love for public liberty—how any man pro- 
fessing regard for the great principles of the true religion—how any man 
who wishes to improve the social condition of his fellow-creatures—can, 
by any means, either directly or indirectly, support a system of slavery. 

enever irresponsible power is committed to man, whatever form it may 
assume, it will lead to abuse and oppression. It is one of the con- 
sequences of the imperfection of our nature, that irresponsible power 
cannot be entrusted to the hands of any man without his yielding to the 
various temptations which he has to abuse it. If, however, there is 
anything of which the British nation may justly be proud, it is the 
circumstance that the moment the slave sets his foot on the soil of this 
country, or of any of her dependencies, he becomes a free man ; if there is 
anything in the constitution of England which deserve praise, it is a fact 
that no man can be a slave within the British territory. (Cheers.) At 
the same time, we cannot help deeply regretting that there should be any 
influential state in the world, erohedes the principles of civil liberty, and 
yet maintaining slavery as a part of the social system. I refer more 
especially to the American States. It is a reproach to those states that 
they should still permit such an institution as slavery to exist: an injury 
is thus inflicted upon the cause of liberty itself. (Hear, hear.) The 
gentleman behind me (Mr. Douglass) can, and I trust will, detail to you 
the miseries to which the American slaves are subjected. This is not the 
first time that I have met that gentleman. I had the pleasure of meeting 
him on an occasion when the inhabitants of Belfast united to do him 
honour. I heard his eloquence, I witnessed proofs of his abilities, and, 
from what I then saw, I can bear testimony that the African people are 
not inferior to any other, but are as capable of becoming, by their 
talents and acquirements, equal to any other portion of mankind. 
(Cheers.) I agree with the rev. gentleman who proposed this resolution 
that the best way of advancing the great cause of the freedom of 
the human race is the exercise of moral power; and I am persuaded 
that acts of compulsion will not secure the object. The moral power 
which attends the voice of the people of England is that which will be 
the most efficacious in conquering and putting down the foul institution 
of slavery. (Hear, hear.) I do feel that this Society has been the 
instrument of the greatest good in striving to promote the abolition of 
slavery, and I look upon the continuation of its efforts as the means of 
finally extirpating this evil. (Cheers.) It is not necessary that I should 
trespass longer on the attention of the meeting. I have made these few 


_y 


observations with a view of my desire, as a friend of 
liberty, to co-operate, by every means in my power, in the’ of 
the object of this most excellent and useful tion. (Cheers.) 

The resolution was then put, and carried unanimously. 

The Rev. W. Spencer, of Devonport, said—I beg to submit to the 
attention of the meeting the following resolution :— 


‘That whilst this meeting gratefully records the heart-cheering fact 
that, under the directing providence of Almighty God, the system of 
slavery in all its forms has been abolished and declared unlawful through- 
out the whole of the British empire, they nevertheless feel it to be 6 
sacred duty to watch over and protect the acquired rights of the millions 
who have been emancipated, in order to secure to them their complete 
and unrestricted enjoyment. 

‘“‘ That this meeting regard with admiration the conduct of hig High- 
ness the Muchir Ahmed Bey of Tunis, is finally terminating the system 
of slavery which prevailed in his territories, and would hold out bis 
noble example to the civilized nations of Europe and America, who yet 
retain any portion of their people in bondage.” 


I shall do little more than propose this resolution ; for I am certain that 
all who are now assembled must, in common with myself, be most solicit- 
ous to hear those statements which are expected from one who, having 
emancipated himself from the slavery in which he was held in America, has 
come to a country which, whatever may be its faults, and whatever the 
part which it formerly took in slavery, has always declared that the slave 
on touching the British land shall be free. I rejoice in standing identi- 
fied with a cause, the rectitude of which cannot possibly be disputed, and 
the progress of which has been most signally marked by tokens of the 
Divine benediction. ( Cheers.) God has been with us, and therefore it is 
on this occasion we are permitted to record the fact mentioned in the 
resolution—namely, that slavery no longer exists, in any form whatever, in 
any part of the British dominions. (Great cheering.) Oh! it is cheering 
to look back upon the years that are gone by, and to remember how 
the toil and the anxiety, the labours and the devotedness of those honoured 
men, who always held the principle that no man had a right to keep his 
fellow-creature in bondage, have been rewarded in the circumstances under 
which we are this day permitted to assemble. It cannot but be encourag- 
ing to every one who values the rights of our common humanity that we 
have proceeded so far in the attainment of the great object always con- 
templated by those men—namely, the abolition of slavery in all possible 
forms, and under all possible modifications, throughout the entire world 
in which we dwell. It was a noble sentiment which was uttered by that 
noble man of whom mention is made in the resolution now before us, 
when, after emancipating the slaves throughout the dominion over which 
he sways the sceptre, and being congratulated upon the work which he had 
achieved, he exclaimed, ‘‘ I have done it for the glory of humanity, and 
that man may be distinguished from the brute creation.’?’ Oh! how long 
have we been learning the distinction which exists between man and the 
brute! How long have human beings been held in slavery by their fellow- 
men, and treated, not like the brutes that perish, but far worse than even 
them! The time, however, has now arrived, when, so far as our own 
country and our own Government are concerned, no one can be legally 
held in bondage by his fellow-man. Still it is important that we should 
recollect the sentiment expressed in the report, that the abolition of slavery 
is not the establishment of freedom. (Hear, hear.) The resolution ap: 
pears to refer to this when it says, ‘‘ Nevertheless, this meeting feel it to 
be a sacred duty to watch over and protect the acquired rights of the mil- 
lions who have been emancipated, in order to secure to them their com- 
plete and unrestricted enjoyment.’’ Perhaps it was too much to suppose 
that individuals who had been accustomed to hold their fellow-beings in 
‘bondage, would, on the power of doing so being taken from them, at once 
understand the rights of freedom. ( Hear, hear.) We have been told this 
morning that irresponsible power is a dangerous thing to commit to man- 
kind; and the history of our West Indian colonies, and of other parts of 
the world where slavery did or does exist, furnishes us with a fearful 
eomment on this important declaration. If I understand the matter right, 
there is now found to exist a disposition on the part of those who were 
once slave-holders, to oppress, by every possible means, those who are now 
emancipated from their grasp. By unjust taxation, b peep ge i Fagan 
cipal regulations, by every possible mode of controling the rights and 


bondage are now seeking to prevent their enjoyment of that complete and 
unrestricted freedom to which, by the laws of man as well as by the laws 
of God, they are, in common with ourselves, justly entitled. The wish of 
the Anti-Slavery Society, therefore, not being yet accomplished, its forces 
must not be disbanded nor its efforts be discontinued— our exertions must 
not cease until all has been obtained which is demanded by the dictates of 
our common humanity. (Cheers.) 

The Rev. James Bortuwick, from Fife, in seconding the resolution, said 
_—I stand here.as the representative of a church in Scotland, whose synod, 
after having repeatedly remonstrated with the churches of America for 
their connexion with slavery, at its meeting the week before last, brought 
all intercourse with them to a conclusion, declaring that it would have no 
connexion with those churches in America that are in any way connected 
with slavery. (Loud cheers.) I understand it isin the contemplation of the 
committee of this Society, to send a respectful remonstrance to the General 
Assembly of the Free Chureh of Scotland in reference to the course which 
they have pursued in receiving money from certain churches in America, 
I can only say that in doing this, your committee will have the full syn 
pathy of the public in Scotland, the excitement was all in favour of 
returning the money. (Hear. ) d I believe that the Free Church will 
yet set itself right on this subject. In replying to Mr. Douglass, ministers 
perry sab tase to the pets of nor pdb penn oe 

u rom it arguments which, if are sound, w not i 
them, but sanction slavery itself. (Hear, hear.) There are some diffi- 
culties connected with the case of Philemon Onesimus ; but do 
not extend to the case in point. Whatever was the relation in 
Philemon stood to Onesimus, the latter was to be received as ‘‘a.brother 
beloved. (Hear, hear.) At present the slave owners of America, when 





assailed on this subject, may turn to the Free Church of Scotland, and ask 
how they can be opposing the Word of God, or scting ynwortby of their 


liberties of the emancipated, those who once held their fellow-creatures in — 
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profession as Christians, when this church, the admiration of the world— 
this church, so well grounded in doctrine—this church, having for its 
pa lire the ‘‘ Free Church,’’ gives its sanction to them, and receives 

funds towards its support ? I am persuaded that the cause of slavery 
is ee paged such a state of things. (Hear, hear.) | 

The . W. Coavcmers, of the Free Church of Scotland, said—As a 

of the Free Church, and as one of the deputation that was sent to 
T hope I shall be permitted to say a few words in reference to 
fallen from the preced ers. In doing so, I can feel that 
lacing myself in a somewhat false position, as men generally must 
they have to oppose extreme views on a question upon which 
substantially with their opponents. The odium theologicum 
exists in Scotland has laid hold of this question for the purpose of 
it against the Free Church ; but I believe that the ministers of 
church are pursuing a course which is nore likely to lead to the at- 
of the common object than the course pursued by those who are 
ed to them. To prove that they have no sympathy with slavery or 
slave-holders, I beg to read the following remonstance addressed by 
General Assembly to the American churches :— 

‘‘ There is no question here as to the heinous sin involved in the in- 
stitution of American slavery; nor can there be any terms too strong to 
be employed in pointing out the national guilt which attaches to the 
continuance of that accursed system, and the national judgments which, 
under the seeeremsent of a righteous God, may be expected to mark the 
divine displeasure against it. Neither can there be any doubt as to the 
duty incumbent upon all American Christians to exert themselves to the 
utmost, in every competent way, for the purpose of having it abolished. 
The only difference of opinion that can exist among the members of this 
church respects the duty of the churches in America, as churches who 
are called to deal impartially with the evils of slavery, when it forms part 
of the social system in the community in which they are placed. Even 
as to this matter, it is believed, that the difference is more apparent than 
real.”’ My dear brother says that the church to which he belongs can 
hold no Christian converse with any church containing slave-holders. 
Now, it is well to remember that those who think with him would have 
excommunicated the churches in the times of the apostles. (‘‘No, no.’’) 
The case of Onesimus has been referred to; but it is evident that Paul 
acknowledged Philemon as a brother, and at the same time as a possessor 
of a slave. (Cries of ‘‘ No, no.’’) The rev. gentleman then quoted 
the passage bearing on the point, dwelling particularly on the argument 
drawn from the fact. of Paul sending Onesimus to Philemon when he 
might have detained him for his own benefit. Now (continued the rev. 
geatiemen), I say to all the American churches, ‘‘ Emancipate yourselves, 

is your duty to do so;’’ but then I also say, with respect to the case 
of Philemon and Onesimus, that Paul regarded Philemon as admissible 
to Christian communion at the same time that he referred to him as the 
owner of a slave. 

Mr: Scowsus, the secretary of the Society, here rose and said—I am 
quite sure that, however interesting this case may be as matter of criti- 
cism, this is not an occasion on which we can do justice to it. But I 
would just put this point for the consideration of our friend, Mr. 
Chalmers. If the Apostle Paul considered it right to send back Onesi- 
mus to Philemon, it must be the duty of this meeting to send back 
Frederick Douglass to his master. (Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. W. Cuatmers resumed. I commenced by saying that I 
might be placing myself in a false position. Unless, however, you mean 
to say that no man can be a Christian who is the master of a slave 
(cheers), it must be admitted that this is, after all, a debateable question, 
and it is one upon which the great majority of Christian churches do not 
take the view which is held by one or two. 

The CHArrRMAN then put the resolution, stated it to be his deliberate 
conviction that the Free Church of Scotland could not advance the abo- 
lition cause more than by sending back the money received from slave- 
holders ; and further, that it was their duty to do this. The resolution 
was carried unanimously. 

Josgzrn Srurce, Esq., then proposed the following resolution :— 


‘‘ That this meeting, in view of the melancholy facts which have been 
submitted to them in relation to the present extent and atrocities of the 
slave-trade, and afterj lengthened and painful experience of the incom- 
petency of an armed force to secure its suppression, feel it to be their 
duty to reiterate their conviction, that, so long as slavery exists, there 
is no reasonable prospect of the annihilation of the slave-trade, and that 
the extinction, both of slavery and the slave-trade, will be attained most 


effectually by the employment of those means which are of a moral, 
religious, and pacific character.”’ 

After a few preparatory observations, in which he expressed his con- 
currence in the view taken, that the money from the slave-holders should 
be returned by the Free Church of Scotland, he said, the resolution 
which I have read refers to two points. The first is the utter hopeless- 
ness of abolishing the slave-trade, except by the abolition of slavery. 
I have before often e , in public, my opinion that under no pvs- + 
sible circumstances can we be justified in taking away life; but on that 
subject I know many of my friends differ from me. It must be admitted, 
however, that notwithstanding all the efforts which have been made to 
put down the slave-trade, its horrors have actually increased; and this 

the conviction that it is to the extinction of slavery we ought 
chiefly to look in struggling for the attainment of this object. I do 
not wish on this occasion to discuss the question of refusing the produce 
slave-states. Asa society, however, we conceive that the produce of 
slave-labour ought to be treated as stolen property. If Englishmen were 
stolen and forced to labour in the production of articles to be sold in 
some other country, there would be no difficulty in recognizing the force 
of this ment, (Hear, hear.) Our chairman has said that there is 
cause of di ent. There is also great cause for 
Hear, hear.) I have received from America one or two 
justify me in taking this view. One is from the learned 
blacksmith, Elihu Burritt. He says:—I receive regularly the Anti- 
‘ Slavery er, and have published the admirable letter of your Anti- 
eet the 


a 


: 
So) 


tl 
4 
28 


i 


4 


Society to that of the Christian Alliance. Poor Torrey is at 
of death in the prison at Baltimore, for an act of Christian 








+ Slavery! Slavery! ‘You ought to be graieful that you have 








not to meet it face to face in your country. But the death note is sound- 
ing like the distant voice of many waters, and it will 8 be swept away 
as with the waters of a deluge: 303 Universalist m have entered 
their protest against the monstrous iniquity of slavery. Every year the 
Christian church makes a little advance against the system.’’ I am sure 
it would stimulate our friends if the Free Scotch Church were to send 
back the money which they have received from the slaye-holders of 
America. (Hear.) I may also mention an interesting fact, of recent 
occurrence, connected with the state of New Hampshire. A member of 
the senate having given a vote against slavery, a pro-slavery advocate 
was put forward in opposition to him at the next election; but such was 
the success of the anti-slavery candidate that he obtained near double 
the number of liberty votes that he had done at the previous election. 
(Cheers.) The West Indian colonies have been referred to on this 
occasion ; and, though I am sorry to interpose between Mr. Douglass 
and the meeting, I must read an extract from a gentleman who was for- 
merly a slave proprietor, and who has suffered greatly, in a worldly point 
of view, by the abolition of the system. This gentleman says, ‘‘ The 
success which has attended that measure (emancipation) in our colonies 
ought to cheer and encourage you to proceed. There can be no doubt 
that the large proprietors—the naa 352 of land and slaves (I among 
the rest)—have been great sufferers by the measure—that our dynasty 
has departed; but it was one of unrighteousness and unholiness, and it 
is right that it should go; and, believe me, that a better ordered, a more 
happy, and a more contented peasantry than the late slaves of Jamaica 
do not exist in any part of the world, and that I am as sanguine ag ever 
I was for the ultimate prosperity of the island and its inhabitants, aad I 
do not think that Cooly importations will, in the slightest degree, add 

its progress, either in civilization or industy.’’ No West Indian plan 
could, on hearing his name, dispute this gentleman’s fitness to pronounce 
an opinion. I can hardly deny myself the satisfaction of reading a few 
lines from a letter which I received a few days ago from my friend 
Thomas Clarkson, and which was addressed to him from Jamaica 
by a coloured friend, named Pennington, who was some time ago 
in this country, and who, as you will remember, having, like our 
coloured friend on the platform, run away with himself, ha’ since, in 
Jamaica, qualified himself to be a minister of a congregation in Con- 
necticut. He is now endeavouring to raise money enough to buy his 
own freedom and that of his father and mother. Mr. Sturge then read 
the communication referred to in which Mr. Pennington says that having 
had the most ample opportunities of judging, he found the emancipated 
negroes are a peaceable and laborious people ; and that although he never 
had a doubt that emancipation was a good work, it was now placed beyond 
the shadow of a doubt. 

In reference to the labour of women, Mr. Pennington, says—‘‘ I am 
frank to say, that the only thing that has given me pain in this respect, 
is to see the amount of heavy work that is done by females and children.”’ 
As to.the Coolies, he observes—‘‘ I have seen some of the Hill Coolies; 
the impression I received on seeing them was very painful ; they were nearly 
in a state of nudity, and presented a picture truly revolting to humanity.”’ 
And in conclusion, he remarks :—‘‘ I wish yourself and your worthy 
coadjutors in England may be assured that you have been instrumental 
in accemplishing a great work in these islands which can never be undone. 
The Liessing of a gracious God is certainly attending things here. I 
expect to return to America soon. Oh, that you might be spared to see 
the day of emancipation in my wicked country.’’ I will only add, in 
reference to our friend Thomas Clarkson, that although he has now been 
working in the cause sixty-one years, he still feels as much interest in it 
as he everdid. (Cheers.) I would shortly allude to another friend whom 
we have lost since last year, William Knibb. Inso doing, I will read an 
extract from a letter written on board the packet which wafted him for 
ever from his native shore; and this letter, besides showing how prepared 
he was for his final charge, or to énter again on his field of labour, men- 
tions the circumstance of his having met with a person who had fled from 
Cuba, on account of his abolition principles, but whose information 
showed that even in that benighted island abolition principles were pro- 
gressing. ‘In this letter William Knibb says—‘‘ May we not then realize 
the prayerful hope that ere long truth shall prevail in this awful place of 
wickedness and crime. May God hasten it in his time.’’ In another 
part of his letter he says—‘‘ My health, I am happy to say, is quite 
good, and I am anticipating, with prayerful delight, yet further to engage 
in the service of my adorable Saviour. Just so long as it shall please 
Him would I work in his vineyard, and then retiring from the field, hope 
for mercy through the blood of the Lamb.’”’ Let me, in conclusion, 
impress upon our friends that these rapid breaches in our ranks should 
stimulate all who remain to redoubled exertions, that we may be instru- 
ments in God’s hands in hastening the day when the great object of this 
Society shall have been accomplished, and slavery, in all its forms, swept 
from the face of the earth. (Cheers.) 

Joseru Fercuson, Esq., briefly seconded the resolution. 

After a few observations by the Chairman, reminding the meeting that 
the employment vf force in preventing the carrying on of the slave trade 
was originally sanctioned by several of the leaders in the Anti-Slavery 
cause, a view in which he himself concurred, the resolution was put and 
carried unanimously. 

G. THompson, Esq., proposed the next resolution, which ~ 
follows :— 


‘¢ That this meeting feels bound solemnly to protest against the recent 
annexation of Texas to the United States as one of the most iniauitous 
acts which has ever disgraced the history of nations, whether viewed as 
to the means by which it has been accomplished, or to the avowed design 
of its supporters—-namely, the extension and perpetuation of slavery on 
the American continent ; but firmly trusting in the righteousness of their 
cause, and the justice of the Most High, they would call upon their 
esteemed fellow-labourers in the United States to redouble their exertions 
to promote the speedy downfall of that enormous evil. 

‘‘ That in connexion with the subject of American slavery, this meeting 
feels bound to express its deep indignation and sorrow, not only as the 
countless enormities which it heaps upon millions of victims who are 
treated as property, but the cruel injuries which it also heaps upon those 
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who were born American freemen, when brought within the power of the 
Slave States, and convicted of cherishing sympathy with their brethren in 
bondage; and would especially record its sympathy with Charles T. 
Torrey, a citizen of New England, now languishing in a dying state in 
the city of Baltimore, under a sentence pronounced upon him for aiding 
several slaves to escape from their captivity. This meeting would also 
express its unfeigned sympathy with the members of Mr. Torrey’s family, 
from whom he has been so unjustly and cruelly torn. 

‘That, whilst this meeting cordially sympathize in the objects, and 
highly appreciate the labours of the Abolitionists of the continent of 
Europe, and rejoice in the measure of success which has attended their 
efforts, they would, nevertheless, respectfully urge on them the duty of 
organizing their forces on the principle of immediate and entire emanci- 
pation, and of using their utmost exertions to give it practical effect.”’ 


After an allusion to the death of Mr. Knibb and Mr. Burchell—the 
latter occurring on Saturday last—he said—I have lately visited Scotland, 
and have held there several meetings in connexion with a subject which 
has already been discussed. (Hear, hear.) There is in Scotland an 
intense and almost universal feeling in favour of the object which I had in 
view. (Hear, hear.) This is, in fact, the question of the day, though 
it requires to be discussed with a just recognition of the talents and virtues 
of the eminent men who differ from us. But, after paying them a de- 
served tribute of respect, I must contend that their own deliverance, as 
read by Mr. Chalmers, requires them to refuse to have fellowship with 
slave owners. (Cheers.) That deliverance proceeds on the ground upon 
which we demanded the immediate and unconditional emancipation of the 
slave. There is no ground which can justify the keeping of any people 
in the world in a condition of slavery. Where is the warrant? Where 
the billof sale? (Cheers.) Yet, we are told, there are some individuals 
who maintain slavery though they are doctors of divinity, or elders and 
deacons of churches. Why, does not their profession and their position 
make the matter worse? (Hear, hear.) I venture to say that these men, 
who are in many respects irreproachable, are the main support of slavery 
in the United States. (Hear, hear.) It is by such men as Dr. Plummer 
and Dr. Smythe that the system is upheld (hear, hear) ; and the im- 
moral slave owners of the Southern States justify themselves by referring 
to such examples. (Hear, hear.) The speaker then went into an elabo- 
rate argument, to show that Christian principle was opposed to fellowship 
with slave-owning churches. I cannot«(he continued,) ‘‘ love my neigh- 
bour as myself’’ if I hold him as my slave; I cannot recognise his 
equality with myself if I hold him as my slave; I cannot render unto him 
that which is just and equal if I hold him as a slave; I tell Mr. Chalmers 
that every penny that came from America was the produce of the slaves’ 
uncompensated labour. (Cheers.) Suppose the slaves of a Christian 
minister were to present themselves before him some morning~ after 
he had been preaching to them about the love of God and of all 

-men being equal in his sight, and on the ground of what he 
had said, were to intimate that they were about to act upon his 
doctrine by quitting his service, how, in such a case, would the slave- 
master act? If he had a right-to their persons, there must be some 
process by which he could recover possession of them ; and if they were 
not liable to punishment, he must have been taking advantage of their 
ignorance and debasement. (Hear, hear.) The deliverance of the General 
Assembly clearly recognises the doctrine that the man who recognises 
property in man is a sinner of the first magnitude; and I assert that 
every ecclesiastical body in the Southern States has officially, formally, 
and publicly recognised property in man. They assajil the abolitionists of 
the north for menacing the security of their property, and they have 
declared slavery to be inconsistent with the word of God. We are told, 
indeed, while we condemn the dice to spare the gambler—while we con- 
demn the theft not to attack the thief. We cannot take such advice. 
The antiquity of the wrong is no sanctification of the wrong; you may 
fetch your sanction fram the antediluvian world, but I still ask, ‘‘ Whence 
does the title come, from heaven or from hell?’’ (Cheers.) He then 
referred at some length to the circumstances connected with the visit 
of the deputation of the Free Church to America, and the silence required 
and observed in the Southern States on the subject of slavery. I tell Mr. 
Chalmers and his church (he continued) that they are bound to send 
back the money. (Applause.) I challenge Mr. Chalmers to deny it if 
he can. It was distinctly understood that there was not one word to be 
said in the Southern States upon the subject of slavery, nor was there one 
word. (Cries of ‘‘Shame!”) I should like to see the text from which 
the rev. gentlemen preached. I wonder whether any one gave out this 
text—‘‘ Whoso stealeth a man and selleth him, or if he shall be found in 
his hand, he shall surely be put to death?’’ (Loud cheers.) I wonder 
whether they turned to that text in Isaiah, ‘‘Is this the fast that I have 
ehosen ?’’ &c., or this, ‘‘Owe no man anything?’’ I tell Mr. Lewis 
that had he or any other of his brethren taken one of these texts, and 

ken in the spirit of their Master, these very men, with Dr. Smythe at 
their head, would have bounded on the Lynch law, and that they would 
not have come back either to bring their money or themselves. (Hear, 
hear.) ‘The men who are now quoting the speeches of Dr. Cunningham 
and Dr. Candlish, are offering rewards for the self-devoted Abolitionists 
of the north, who are bold enough to declare that America is guilty in 
keeping three millions of men in bondage. The Deputation have done 
more to promote the cause of slavery than all the efforts of the pro-slavery 
party in that country. (Hear, hear.) I do hope, therefore, that from 
one end of this land to the other, will be raised a universal shout that 
shall be heard at the Cennon-mills next week :—‘‘ Send back the money.” 
(Loud cheers.) Part of the resolution I have to propose has been antici- 
by Mr. et, when he spoke of the efforts made on the Continent, 

and the duty devolving on the Abolitionists of this country, to admonish 
and encourage them, ever setting before them the only true and righteous 

, standard on this subject—namely, that slavery is sinful, and ought to be 
unconditionally abolished.“ Mr. Sturge has drawn your attention to the 
situation in which Mr. Torrey is now placed for having asssisted the 
unfortunate captive to escape from bondage. With regard to Texas, little 
remains to be done but to express our sentiments as contained in this 
resolution. Suffice it to say, that Texas is now part and parcel of the 
American union ; but by being brought within its government, and within 





93 
its states, it is still more than ever susceptible to that. moral. influence 
which, in the Northern States, they are bringing m 
on the Southern States, It is grati to know 
American abolition has been one of Y progress down 
moment, though its agents may not be so numerous as they once were. 
re is not owing to want of pe to 1 
which cramps their energies. re is, however, a deeper feeling 
in the Northern States than ever before existed, and more uncom- 
promising opposition to slavery than has ever before been known. 
(Loud cheers. 

G. W. ALexanpER, Esa., in seconding the resolution, said—It 
affords me great satisfaction to say a few words to the meeting. It is 
a source of pleasare to me to see the son of one who has occupied so 
prominent a place in connexion with the abolishment of slavery, walking 
in the steps of his vererated father. (Hear, hear.) I draw from this 
circumstance some encouragement. I trust his example will be followed 
by men in the prime of life, who will dedicate themselves to the work till 
it is fully accomplished. Although so much has been done for the slaves, 
and there is not one to be found within the dominions of Great Britain, yet a 
large number are still held in bondage, and they have not less claim faa 
our sympathy than had our fellow-subjects. Indeed, in one y 
have a greater claim ; for their number exceeds those whom we 
in the West Indies, and is, perhaps, even greater than all who have been 
emancipated throughout the British empire. I am not one of those who 
look at the question with discouragement. When I think of the diffi. 
culties that have been removed, and the means by which our object, has 
been attained, I cannot doubt but that the efforts of other countries will 
be followed by similar success. The evil of American slavery is of 
constant and increasing magnitude. Few of us can realize to ourselves 
the dreadful state of things in that country. At the time of the separation 
of America from this country there were 700,000 slaves; in 1830 there 
were two millions ; at the present time there are nearly three millions of our 
fellow-men who are there held in cruel, unjust, and ignominious bondage. 
I am surprised that any one can for a moment vindicate the slave-ho 
as aChristian man. Let us consider what slavery is. It has been found 
that wherever slavery exists, a vast amount of cruelty is inevitably 
practised, and such is the unavoidable consequence, because it is unjust in 
principle. It denies the poor man the reward of his labour, and punish- 
ment must be resorted to te compel it. Slavery is fearfully destructive to 
human life. The increase has been 8 per cent. less for the ten years 
ending in 1840 than it was for the ten years ending in 1830; proving to us 
that since that time it has been more cruel than it was before. The 
marriage relation is not recognised; the husband and wife may be 
separated from each other, and parents from their children ; indeed, 
there is no protection whatever for the slave. In the Southern States the 
slave is not allowed by law to become acquainted with the rudiments of 
letters, nor is,he allowed to read the Scriptures of truth; light must not be 
poured into his mind, for slavery cannot bear the light.’ (Cheers.) It 
may be naturally supposed that, helonging to comparatively a small section 
of the Christian church, but which is wholly opposed to the continuance 
of slavery, I can have no sympathy in the conduct pursued by the Free 
Church with regard to the slave-holders. I do trust that the Free Church 
of Scotland will yet do her duty in this matter, that they will see that they 
are fearfully failing in their duty as a Christian Church if they do anything 
to encourage a system of such unmitigated evil. (Cheers.) I wish to 
state my deep sympathy with that unhappy man who is a victim of this 
cruel system. I fear that there is no ground to hope that his life will be 
spared, but I do trust that the friends. of the slave will feel that they have 
a solemn duty devolving upon them in connexion with his emg ot pe 
cheers), and that they will, in the event of his death, adopt his family as 
their own. With such feeble means as I possess, the family of Torrey 
shall aever want. (Loud cheers.) I would as cheerfully consent that m 
own family should want bread as the family of that man. (Cheers.) 
do hope that if he dies, the result arising from it will be the same as that 
which followed the death of the venerated Smith, in Demerara, that it will 


accelerate the downfal of American slavery. (Cheers.) From the infor. . 


mation I possess I do feel mrengey convinced that slavery is tottering to 
its foundation, not only in the United States, but generally in those 
countries where it exists. I could adduce facts to prove this, but at this 
late hour I will refrain. I cannot, however, sit down without exprgssing 
the deep interest. I feel in hearing that anti-slavery newspapers aye esta- 
blished not only in the Northern but in the Southern States of America, 
There is an anti-slavery newspaper published at Baltimore, and another at 
Lexington, where they could not have existed a few years ago——such 
is the progres of anti-slavery opinion. I believe there is a prospect of 
one being established at Washington; and I rejoice that anti-slavery 
papers are published in France. I have within the last few days received 
a pamphlet from France, in which the cause is pleaded in a manner that 
it will be impossible for any man to resist. I hope the day is not far 
distant when France will follow the example of England, and which will, 
doubtless, greatly hasten the overthrow of slavery wherever it prevails. 


enthusiastic cheers. Mr. Douglass, after a brief but interesting narrative 
of his escape from slavery, and his connexion with the Abolitionists of 
America, observed — One word with regard to the fact that there is no 
part of America in which a man who has escaped from slavery can be free. 
This is one of the darkest spots in the American character. I want the 
audience to remember that there are those who come to this country who 
attempt to establish the conviction that slavery belo entirely to the 
Southern States of America, and does not belong to the North. I am here, 
however, to say, that slavery is an American institution (hear, hear), 
it belongs to the entire community, that the whole land is one great bunt- 
ing ground for catching slaves, and returning them to their masters. 
(Hear, hear.) There is not a spot upon which a poor black fugitive. 
stand free, no valley so deep, no mountain so high, no plain so. 

in all that land, that I may enjoy the right to use my own bands without 
being liable to be hunted by the blood hounds. (Cheers.). Hence I came 
to this country, and I feel exceedingly glad to be here. (Loud cheers). 
My master, whom I have accused of being a very mean man, and who hes 
attempted a refutation of the truth of my narrative, tried to show that he 
was an excellent man, and he has generously his legal right in 
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. (Laughter.) He mast feel himself as 
received a title deed to the planet Mars. 
and cheers. has given every proof of his meanness in giv- 
He ought to have given me to his brother, when I 
€ been some service to him, but he has made him a present of 
three thousand miles off. The brother, however, seems very 
the gift, and resolves that if ever I towch American soil, I shall 
reduced to a state of slavery. However, it is not to a state of 
= Sire now to have me reduced. They have a feeling of 

ify. (Hear, hear.) I have not only exposed them in the 
Phen but during the last nine months I have been going the 
and Scotland, tearing off the mask from the abomi- 
slavery, and exposing the American slave-holders to 
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it sensibly, as the periodicals they have coming from 
They speak as though they felt the statements that 
for their character, by one who has broken the 
succeeded i ing a land where he may be free. 
great deal said in this country with regard to 
American slaving. For my part, I have done speaking of 
I have heard ns who would start up, and 
in louder language, and more eloquent terms, than I 
am capab using; bat, at the same time, would stand apologizing for 
the Christian character of the slave-holder, and speaking of him as being 
an excellent man as disconnected from the system. Now I have done 
with American slave-holders. This matter of holding slaves is an indi- 
vidual affair in Anierica, as well asa national one. All attempts to remove 
ility of the slave-holder from the individual to the nation, is 
erroneous, fallacious, false. All attempts to make it exclusively an indi- 
vidual matter are equally wrong—however it is more of an individual 
matter than a national one. The slave-holder holds his slave from choice 
—he trades i. the bodies and souls of his fellow-men, because it is con- 
venient for him todo so. He is not compelled, as some have stated in 
this country, to hold his slave by law. There is not a single slave-holder 
fm the United States but what could give liberty to every slave in his 
possession. (Hear, hear.) All the arguments, therefore, based or this 
oo must fall to the ground, since the fact itself does not exist. I 
now that there are laws in some of the states making it impossible to 
emancipate their slaves on the soil, or making it impossible for them to 
remain on the soil in an emancipated state ; but there is not a state in the 
American Union to which a slave-holder may not take his slaves and give 
them that liberty to which they are entitled by the laws of God and of 
nature. (Cheers.) One would think, from reading certain statements, 
that the religious part of the slave-holders were anxiously desirous to get 
rid of their slaves—really praying daily and hourly to be shown some way 
by which to get rid of this very troublesome species of property. While 
the learned gentlemen in the north of this country are puzzling their 
brains in devising some way by which the masters may emancipate 
them, there is not a slave in all America co ignorant but what he could 
decide the question instantly as to how the master might put him in pos- 
session of y earned (Laughter and cheers.) All that he has to do is to 
say—‘' I relinquish my claim upon you slaves, There is the north star: 
it shines upon the British dominions. Go to Canada, and in any of her 
Majesty’s dominions the slave may be free.’”’ (Cheers.) The slave- 
holder, therefore, is without excuse in this matter. He is individually 
» for while the law permits him to hold a slave it does not com- 
pel him. But I have a word to say about the relation of master and slave 
as it exists in the United States. I have had a little opportunity since I 
escaped from slavery of investigating the character of slavery as it exists 
in other countries, and I am able to say in no country in the world does 
it exist in so hateful, so horrible a form as in the United States of 
America, I think there is no of the world where the spirit of slavery 
may be seen in so horrible a Fight as in the United States of America. 
ry in America is a system of universal concubinage, and all the 
churches of this country ought to be made acquainted with it. There is 
not aslave-holder in America who does not hold exclusive jurisdiction over 
the and soul—over the mind—the moral perceptions—the affec- 
tions of his slave—indeed, over him entirely for time and eternity, in so 
far as the occupancy of his time has anything te do with eternity, or his 
state md the grave. He claims a right to decide on what he shall 
work—-how much he shall work—when he shall be punished—by whom 
he shall | how much he shall be punished—for what he shall 
be punished. 
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a. He claims a right to determine for him what is virtue and 
what is vice~he claims a right to determine all cireumstances as to his 
éondust. The slave is a marketable commodity in the hands of his 
master; fe may dispose of his , and, in cases of extremity, may 
iit him, aud no law in the United States will punish the guilty perpe- 
trator of the murder. Look to South Carolina, they have a law which 
s With a show of humanity, and says that the slave-holder who 
lis slitve shall be punished as though he killed a free black man 
Whlegs such slav= dies under moderate correction; so that a slave-holder 
may deliberately whip his slave to death, and no law takes hold of the 
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tmirderer. If the slave-holder shoot him dead upon the spot he would 
hot be puriished uhless he was prosecuted by his neighbours; for if 
ten d slaves were present, not one would he allowed to give testi- 


thony against him. Put I need not narrate these circumstances of cruelty 
to you, and I do not like it myself. I have in the United States felt it 
to sda ag ean gry practised on the slaves; but | 
take it ho need ta do a work of that kind in such an audience as 
this. There is another mode that will have a better effect on the cause 
that I am tevin, in my feeble way to advocate ; and that is, to point out 
thie means by which slavery is upheld in the United States. This is the 
! that must now be brought before the people of this country. 
ou all know tr.’ slavery is a crime—that it is the vilest system that ever 
saw the sun—t‘hac so far as the relation of master and slave is concerned, 
it ig onl¢ of those monsters of darkness to which the light of truth is blind. 
low slavery exists in the United States because public opinion upholds 
it. Slavery is reputable there because it is not =o out of those 
—bécause its character is not fully known—and because certain per 
sons have felt it their duty to cover up their own delinquency in travelling 
fat ‘by casting a veil on the bloody enormities are being prac- 
_ At all times travelling on my anti-slavery mission, 
hy} ¥ to expose this. That slavery in the United States is 
the fact that you see slavecholders filling the: 


dignation of the Christian people of those countries. | 


most important offices in Church and State. A man-stealer is now the 
President of the United States — man-stealers are members of the churches 
—man-stealers are office-bearers of the churches—man-stealers are doctors 
of divinity—man-stealers are actually bishops of churches. (Loud eries of 
‘* Hear, hear.’’) Man-stealers are ministers—plenipotentiaries at the 
various courts of Europe—men stealers are in the Americad government 
at this time; and to trade in the body and soul of a brother is not there 
regarded as a crime, because it is not elsewhere regarded as a crime as it 
ought to be. (Cheers.) It is to beget the conviction abroad, that slavery 
is this crime and ought so to be treated, that I am among you to-day. 
Slave-holders are not only ministers and members of churches, but they 
openly defend it, by quoting the fact of Paul sending Onesimus to Phile- 
mon, and they allege that that case shows that neither Christ nor his 
apostles had any objection to men holding slaves as property. Men are 
sold to build churches—babies are sold to buy Bibles. (Loud cries of 
“ Hear, hear.’’) The blood sold on the auction block goes into the 
treasury of the church, and the pulpit in return covers it with the garb of 
Christianity. Our Lord says, ‘‘ Search the Scriptures, for in them yé 
think ye have eternal life ;’’ but these men deny to three millions of 
people, the right to learn the name of the God that made them. This is 
the religious state of things in America. It has been said to me since I 
came here, ‘‘ How can you say these things about the American churches ? 
Does not the Lord pour out his blessing on those churches? Have ong 
not had revivals ?”’ Yes, they have revivals, but the revivals of religion 
revivals of the slave trade go hand in hand together. When the slave 
trade is going on most prosperously, then there is the most money gi 
to support “‘ the gospel’’ as they call it; but it is not the gospel of Chri 
it is not the gospel according to Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John, but it is 
a gospel according to slavery. (Hear, hear.) I must here say a word 
upon another topic, for I cannot get the Free Church out of my mind. 
Hear, hear.) I have to charge its deputation that went to the United 
States with going to a land where they saw 3,000,000 of people for whom 
Christ poured out his precious blood divested of every right, stripped of 
every privilege, and denied the right of reading the Word of God. They 
are herded together, are sold upon the auctioneer’s block, and torn 
from each other to satisfy the rapacity of the slave-dealer. That depu- 
tation, however, did not raise a whisper against this infernal state of things. 
In doing this they have inflicted a great wound on the glorious cause of 
emancipation, and I will tell you why they have done it. During the last 
fifteen years, the Abolitionists have been arduously labouring, amidst all 
kinds of odium, to establish the conviction, that holding human } sings in 
the condition of slaves is a sin against God, and ought so fo be regarded 
by the churches. They have laboured to create such a moral and religious 
sentiment, as would entirely purify the churches of America from all con- 
nexion with the slave system. They had succeeded to some extent. In 
1830 there was scarcely a church in America that stood out against 
slavery, and in 1836 the Methodist General Conference, at its mesting at 
Cincinnati decided, ‘‘ that we have no right, wish, or intention to interfere 
with the relation of master and slave, as it exists in the Southern States of 
the Union,’’ which was equivalent to saying that they had no right, wish, 
or intention to emancipate the slave from his thraldom. The Baptist, 
Congregational, and Presbyterian Churches were all linked and interlinked, 
woven and interwoven with the slave-holder ; they throw around him all 
the sanctions of Christianity, and endorse him, as the Free Church is now 
doing, as a follower of Christ. The Abolitionists saw the state of things. 
They said that slavery was gnawing at the very vitals of the church — that 
it was corrupting it at the very core—and they determined to mete out to 
the slave-holder the same treatment that they would to any other thief. 
They have succeeded to a considerable extent. In 1640 the northern 
churches spoke out on the subject. The Methodist Episcopal Church 
has brea rent because the northern churches were not willing to have a 
man preside over them as a bishop whose hand was stained with the bleod 
of fitteen souls. (Cheers.) ‘Ihe Baptist Church has been divided on 
missionary operations, and they will have no fellowship with the slave- 
holder who persists in retaining his slaves in bondage. (Cheers.) There 
is a large class of Presbyterians pursuing the same course. We were 
looking forward with hope to a speedy purification of the entire church 
from all connexion with the slave system when the deputation from the 
Church of Scotland bearing the name of ‘ Free,’’ a name which re- 
minded the slave of that for which his soul panted, visited America. In. 
stead, however, of coming to break his yoke, that deputation came to shake 
hands with the slave-holders, and tv say to the northern churches, you 
are wrong in unfellowshipping these men; they are good and pious men, 
said one of them, whom the churches of Scotland would-do well to imi- 
tate. (Hear.) In this way they have injured our cause, and they have 
done it knowingly. The American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Committee, 
soon after the arrival of these gentlemen from the Free Church, put forth 
a remonstrance eloquently written, full of pathetic appeal, imploring 
them in the name of humanity and of religion, not to stain their cause 
by taking blood-stained gifts to build their free churches, and pay their 
Free Church ministers in Scotland. (Cheers.) They shut their ears to 
this remonstrance. I persist in calling slavery man-stealing; in calling 
the slave-holder a thief—and for the best of reasons, because it is his true 
name. I know there are some in this country who question my right, 
as Mr. Burnet says, to myself—I have run off with stolen property. 
These hands do not belong to me—they belong to Captain Hall; well, 
I cannot believe it—I beg to differ from the gentleman. (1.oud cheers, } 
T really think I have a right to myself; all the reasoning of Dr. Chalmers, 
and Dr. Cunningham, and Dr. Candlish, and a reverend gentleman who 
has addressed us, was based upon the ground that my master has a title 
to me; it does not for a moment shake my opinion that I have the best 
right to myself. (Cheers.’ Feeling this, I cannot consent to go back, 
even if some of these gentlemen should try to act the part that the Apostle 
Paul did in the case of Onesimus. However, I do not agree with the 
opinion that the Apostle Paul recognised Onesimus as the property of 
Philemon. The Jewish law says—‘‘ Thou shalt not deliver a man back 
to his master; he shall dwell with thee in the land.’’ I do not think 
that if, under Moses and the prophets, it would have been wrong to, 
return me back to bondage, that in the nineteenth century of the Chris- 
tian era it would be right to send me back. I think, however, it would 
be right to send back the money. (Laughter and immense cheering.) We 
do not think, however, that the Free Chureh has any objection to sending 
back the money on account of the money itself; but I think they have 








‘worked themeelves up to believe that it would be wrong for them to send it 
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back, or at least that it would be humiliating to do it. I am rather inclined 
to this last opinion. (Cheers.) But I know that if they do not send it 
back they put themselves in such a relation to the slave-holders that 
they will demand it to be returned as loudly as we do. They are already 
denouncing Mr, Lewis, one of the deputation. They say, he dined at 
our tables, we welcomed him to our pulpits, he took our money, and 
he never uttered a word against our slavery; but as soon as he got back 
to Scotland, being stung by the rebukes he has received, he finds it 
necessary to denounce it. d back the money. (Cheers.) All their 
rebukes fall powerless on the slave-holder while they retain the money. 
The Set poor **y these men turn 0 and re ag ct the im- 
riety of using the very means to get the money which they have 
built their churehes. (Hear, hear.) If the Free Church would only 
consult expediency in the matter, and lay aside its pride for a few mo- 
ments, will see that it is not only just, but expedient to return the 
money. re are many parties who have given their tens, and scores, 
and hundreds of pounds to that Church, who will not contribute another 
farthing to it while it retains this money. (Cheers.) I was in the 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland when they came to the conclusion 
that they would not admit a slave-holder amongst them. We have no 
means in America of accomplishing the object we have in view, except 
means. We do not ask you to send your army or your navy, 

but you are bound to use every means within your reach to remove this 
blot from the country. The world is looking to England on this subject. 
As early as I can remember, I have thought of England in connéxion 
with freedom, and both foes and friends are still looking there. I would 
advise you to concentrate your energies on America; for I regard that 
country as the sheet-anchor of slavery throughout the world. ile on 
the one hand there is a determination on the part of the United States 
to uphold slavery; on the other, there never was so great a deter- 
(cheers) among large numbers to get rid of it as at the present time. 

rs. 


C. Carrott, Esq., moved :— 

‘* That this meeting feel it to be their duty earnestly to protest against 
the existing schemes of African and Indian immigration into the British 
colonies, as odious in their character and demoralizing in their results; 
and, when viewed in connexion with the oppressive system of taxation 
to which they have given rise, as equally impolitic and unjust. They 
would, therefore, respectfully yet urgently call on her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to withdraw their sanction from them, and to leave the supply of 
the labour market to the operation of those natural laws which should, 
in their judgment, always be allowed to regulate and control it. 

“That this meeting would express their deep regret that any portion 
of her Majesty’s subjects should be allowed to be held and used as slaves 
in foreign countries, contrary to the general law of civilized nations; and 
that the authorities in slave-holding States should be permitted, in oppo- 
sition to the express stipulation of treaties, to molest, imprison, and 
otherwise injure her Majesty’s free subjects, on the ground of their 
colour, repairing to those States on their lawful occasions; and would 
urge on her Majesty’s Government the necessity of taking immediate 
steps to secure the liberty and protect the persons of the parties referred 
to.’’ 

J. Scoste, Esq., seconded the motion, which was then put and 
carried. 


Rev. J. Woopwarx moved, and the Rev, Mr. Browntne, of New- 
eastle, seconded, a vote of thanks to the Chairman, which was put and 
briefly acknowledged, after which the meeting separated. 





AMERICAN SLAVERY. 


A public meeting was held at Finsbury Chapel, on Friday evening, the 
22nd inst, to receive from Frederick Douglass an account of the dreadful 
condition, both in law and practice, of 3,000,000 of slaves in the United 
States. The meeting was convened after three days’ notice only, but so 
intense was the interest excited, that every part of this large edifice was 
crowded to suffocation. On the platform we observed the Rev. Drs. 
Campbell, Carlile, Godwin, and Fletcher, Revs. J. H, Hinton, Jobn 
Charlesworth, and J. J. Freéman, G. W. Alexander, Esq., J. T. Price. 
Esq., G. thompson. Esq., Stafford Allen, tsq., E. O. Tregelles, Esq., 
John Scoble, Esq., H. Sterry, Esq., Dr. Oxley, &c. é 

Joserx Sturce, Esq., on taking the chair, rose and said :— The object 

- of the present meeting is to hear an address from Frederick Douglass. I 
will not detain you more than a very short time by any observations of 
my own, but I wish to remind our friends that the design of this meeting 
is not to gratify curiosity, or exhibit an extraordinary instance of the 
development of the power of the human mind under the most disadvane 
tageous circumstances, but to remind every one present, that as a member 
of the great family of man, he has a duty to in endeavouring to 
accelerate the day when the chains of slavery shall be broken from 
3,000,000 of his fellow-creatures now in degrading bondage. (Hear, hear.) 
Mr. Sturge having adverted to several subjects of interest connected with 
slavery, and expressed his opinion that the United States would be the 
next battle field of abolition, observed our friend Douglass will ge of 
events which have occurred in Scotland. It is well known that Free 
Church of Scotland sent a deputation to America, and that the deputation 
brought back a considerable sum of money from the slave- holding 
churches. Such is the feeling abroad as to the impropriety of receiving 
money from such a source, that we hope and believe the Free Church may 
be induced to sead back this money to the place from whence it came. 
(Cheers.) Having briefi fy petered. to the yee history of Frederick 

ouglass, Mr. Sturge introduced him to the meeting. : 
os 7. Devdisen rose amid loud cheers, and said--I feel exceedingly glad 
of the opportunity now afforded me of presenting the claims of my 
brethren in bonds to so many in London and from various parts of 
Britain, who have presented themselves on this. occasion. I have nothing, 


to commend me to your consideration in the way of edncetion, 37 which 
to claim attention ; and you are aware that slavery is a very school 
for rearing teachers of morality and religion. Twenty-one of my 
life have been spent in slavery, personal slavery, surrounded din 
influences such as can exist nowhere beyond the wy of slavery ; and 
would not be strange, under such circumstances, that I should not betra 
in what "have to say = ee that refinement that is rap of ever found, 
except among people that have experienced superior advantages to thosé 
which I have enjoyed. (Hear, hear.) But I will take it for granted you 
know something about the degrading influences of slavery, and that you 
will not expect great things from me this evening, but such facts as f 
may be able to advance immediately in connexion with slavery. Thé 
subject of American slavery is beginning to attract the attention of thé 
philosophers of all countries—it is a matter to which philosophers, states. 
men, and theologians, in all parts of the world, are turning their attention. 
It is a matter in which the people of this country es y, ahd Scotland 


and Ireland, are taking the deepest interest—it is a matter in which all 


people, who speak the English language, must eventually becomé in- 
terested. It is no longer an obscure question, although there is mach yét 
to be learned. Mr. Douglass, after giving a clear account of the con- 
nexion of the whole of the United States with the existence of slavery, and 
pointed out the fact that although there are 3,000,000 of slaves, there aré 
not more than 300,000 slave-holders, observed — Slavery in the United 
States is that by which one man claims a right of property in the body 
and soul of another. The condition of a slave is simply that of the brute 
beast. He is a piece of property—a marketable commodity in thé 
language of the law, to be toaghe or sold at the will and caprice of the 
master who claims him to be his property ; he is spoken of, thought of, 
and treated as property. His own good, his conscience, his intellect, his 
affections are all set aside by the master. The will and the wishes of the 
master are the law of the slave. He is as much property as horses. 
he is fed, he is fed because he is property. If he is clothed, it is with a 
view to the increase of his value as property. Whatever of conifort is 
necessary to him for his body or soul that is inconsistent with his being 
roperty, is carefully wrested from him, not only by public opinion, but 
by the law of the country. He is carefully deprived of everything that 
tends in the slightest degree to detract from his value as property. 
is deprived of education. God has given him an intellect—the slave. 
holder declares it shall not be cultivated. If his moral perception leads 
him in a course eontrary to his value as property, the slave-holder 
declares he shall not exercise it. The marriage institution cannot exist 
among slaves, and one-sixth of the population of democratic America is 
denied its privileges by the law of the land. What is to be thought of a 
nation boasting of its liberty, boasting of its humanity, boasting of itg 
Christianity, boasting of its love of justice and purity, and yet having 
within its own borders 3,000,000 of people denied by law the right of 
marriage ?—what must be the condition of that people? I need not lift 
up the veil by giving you any experience of my own. Every one that 
can put two i , must see the most fearful results from sich a 
state of things as I have just mentioned. If any of these 3,000,000 find 
for themselves companions, and prove themselves honest, upright, 
virtuous persons to each other ; yet in these cases—few as I am bo to 
confess they are—in these cases, the virtuous live in constant apprehension 
of being torn asunder by the merciless men-stealers that claim them ag 
their property. (Hear.) This is American slayery—no pee i 
education—the light of the gospel shut out from the dark of the 
bondman—and be forbidden by law to learn to read. If amother teaches 
her children to read, the law in Louisiana proclaims that she may be hung 
by the neck. (Sensation.) If the father attempts to give his son a know- 
ledge of letters, he may be punished in one instance, and in another killed, 
at the discretion of the court. Three millions of people shut out from 
the light! It is easy for you to conceive the evil that must result from 
such a state of things. (Hear, hear) I now come to the physical evils 
of slavery. I do not wish to dwell at length upon these, hut it seemg 
right to speak of them, not so much to influenee you on this » as 
to let the slave-holders of America know that the curtain is being lifted 
abroad (loud cheers) ; that we are opening the cell, and leading the peoplé 
into the dark recesses of what they are pleased to call their ‘‘ domestie 
institution.”” (Cheers.) We weil wndeeh tore a know of 
their whippings, their scourgings, ings, thei ings, 1s not 
confined 7 a plantations; but that some negro of theirs has 
broke loose from his chains (loud $e). has broke up through 
the dark incrustation of slavery, and’ is now ex their fost of 
deep dammation to the gaze of the Christian people of England. (a 
mense cheers.) The slave-holders resort to all kinds of cruelty. If 
were disposed I have matter enough to interest you on this question for 
five or six evenings, but I will not dwell at length upon " 
Suffice it to say, that all the iar modes of torture that were resort 
to in the West India I , are resorted to, [ believe, even é 
frequently in the United States of America. Starvation, the bloody 
whip, the chain, the gag, the thumb-screw, cat hauling, the cat-o’-flime- 
tails, the dungeon, the bloodhound, wT steed Slate” Cieer; beet 
slave in his condition as a slave in the United States. (Hear, hear.) _ 
any one has a doubt upon this point, I would ask them to read the c 
in Dickens’ Notes on America. If any man has a-doubt upon it, [ have 
here the ‘‘ testimony of a thousand witnesses,’ which I can give at 
length, all going to prove the truth of my statement. The b foun: 
is regularly trained in the United States, and advertisements are to be 
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found in the southern papers of the Union, from persons adv 
themselves as bloodhound trainers, and offering to hunt down slaves 

fifteen dollars a piece, recommending their hounds as the fleetest in the 
neighbourhood, never known to fail. (Much sensation.) Advertisements 
inserted, stating that slaves have escaped with iron 


Hf 


are from time to time i é 
collars about their necks, and some with bands of iron about their feet ; 
others horribly marked with the lash, others branded with red-hot irons, 
the initials of their master’s name burned into the quivering flesh, and the 
masters advertise the fact of their being thus b with their own sige 
nature ; thus proving to the world, however daring it ma: appear to mt 
slave-holders, that it is not regarded disere or da among thi 
' slave-holders themselves. The slave-dealer publishes his infamous acts to 
the world. Of all things that sions tain; tie cewigt 00 waehc thoes 
tion has been taken by slave-holders, this, the charge of cruelty, 4 

foremost, and yet there is no charge ca of clearer demonstration than 
that of the most barbarows inhumanity on the part of the slave-holders 
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towards their slaves. And all this is necessary—it is necessary to resort to 
these cruelties in order to make the slave a slave, and to keep him a slave. 
Why, my experience all proves the trath of this, what you will call a 
marvellous proposition, the better you treat a slave, the more you 
destroy his value as a slave, and enhance the probability of his eludi 
the grasp of the slave-holder ; the more kindly you treat him, the more 
widen you make him while you keep him in the condition of a slave. 
My experience confirms the truth of this proposition. When I was 
treated exceedingly ill, when my back was being scourged daily, when I 
was So an inch of my life, life was all I cared for. Spare my 
life. I was looking for the blow about to be inflicted upon my 
head, I was not thinking of my liberty; it was my life first. But as soor 
as the blow was not to be feared, then came the longing for liberty. 
(Cheers.) Ifa slave has a bad master his ambition is to get a better ; 
when he gets a better, he aspires to have the best ; and when he et the 
best master, he aspires to be his own master. (Loud cheers.) But the 
slave must be brutalized to keep him as a slave. The slave-holder feels 
this necessity. I admit this necessity : if it be right to hold slaves at all, 
it is right to hold them in the only way in which they can be held; and 
this can be done only by shutting out the light of education from their 
minds, and brutalizing their persons. The whip, the chain, the gag, 
the thumb-screw, the bloodhound, the stocks, and "ae the — wong 
paraphernalia, are indispensably n to the relation of master an 
slave. pag He must be subjected to these, or he ceases to be a 
slave, t him know that the whip is burned, that the fetters have been 
turned to some useful and profitable employment, that the chain is no 
longer for his limbs, that the bloodhound is no longer to be put upon his 
track, that his master’s authority over him is no longer to be enforced by 
taking his life, and immediately he walks out from the house of bondage, 
and asserts his freedom as a man. (Loud cheers.) Some of the most 
awful scenes of cruelty are constantly taking place in the middle states of 
the Union. We have in the middle States what are called the Slave-breed- 
ing States. Allow me to speak plainly. (Hear, hear.) Although it is 
harrowing to your feelings. it is necessary that the facts of the case should 
be stated. e have in the United States slave breeding states. The 
very State from which the minister from our Court to your’s comes is one 
of these States. (Cries of ‘‘hear.””) Maryland, where men, women and 
children, are reared for the market just as horses, sheep, and swine, are 
raised for the market. It is there looked upon as being a legitimate trade, 
the laws senction it, public opinion upholds it, the church does not con- 
demn it. (‘‘ Cries of“ Shame!"’) It goes on in all its bloody horrors 
sustained by the auctioneer’s block. 

Mr. Douglas here gave some deeply affecting anecdotes, which we 
regret our limits will not allow us to give at length, illustrative of the 
dreadful results of the internal slave-trade, and the deaths from crushed 
affections, and despair to which the slave-system gives rise. He then 
proceeded to quote the laws of those States, to show that the horrors 
which he had depicted were fully sanctioned. 

Let me read to you a few of the laws of the slave-holding States of 

I think no better exposure of slavery can be given than is 
made by the laws of the States in which slavery exists. I prefer reading 
the laws to making any statement in confirmation of what I have said 
myself; for the slave-holders cannot object to this testimony, since it is 
the calm, the cool, the deliberate enactment of their wisest heads, of their 
most clear-sighted, their own constituted representatives. (Hear, hear.) 
more seven slaves together are found in any road without a 
» twenty lashes a piece ; for visiting a plantation without a 

ten lashes ; for letting loose a boat from where it is made 
lashes for the first offence; and for the second shall have 
head one ear. For keeping or carrying a club, thirty- 
For -having any article for sale without a ticket from his 
lashes. For travelling in the night without a pass, forty 
am afraid you do not understand the awful character of these 
must bring it before your mind. A human being stripped 
state of nudity, tied hand and foot to a stake, and a strong 
behind with a heavy lash, knotted at the end, each blow 
in the flesh, and leaving the warm blood dripping to the 
), and that for these trifles. ‘‘ For being found in another 
”s negro-quarters, pre hymna for hunting with dogs in the woods, 
lashes ; for pon, Beach rseback without the written permission of 
twenty-five ; for riding or going abroad in the night, or 
rses in the day time, without leave, a slaye may be were. 
, or branded in the cheek with the letter R, or otherwise punished, 
a dhog eS hgh — him mag labour. The laws 
: to consulting Brevard’s Digest; Haywood’s 
inual ; Virginia Revised’ Code ; Prince’s Digest; Missouri Laws: 
Mis i Revised Code. ; 
~ In answer to a question relating ptf ae he slaves, Mr. Douglass 

:—I will give invari y which to ascertain the price 
When cotton gets up in the market 
in E ha price of humin Sesh gets up in’the United States. 
(Hear, .) How much responsibility attaches to you in the use of that 
commodity. (Loud cheers.) To return to my point. A man for going 
to visit brethren without the permission of his master (and in many 
instances he may not have that permission, his master from caprice or 
other reasons, may not be willing to allow it) may be caught on his way, 

to a post, the branding iron heated, and the name of his master, 
or the letter R branded into his cheek or on his forehead. ( Sensation.) 
They treat slaves thus on the principle that they must punish for light 
offences in order to prevent the commission of larger ones. I wish you to 
mark that in the single state of Virginia, there are seventy-one crimes for 
which a coloured man may be executed. While there are only three of 
these crimes which, when committed by a white man, will subject him to 
that punishment. (Hear, hear.) There are many of these crimes which, 
if the white man did not commit, he would be regarded as a scoundrel 

a In South Maryland there is a law to this effect :—That 
if a slaye opel sight en Paes Bet chgey , his head severed from 
and quarters set up in the 
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most prominent place in the neighbourhood. (Sensation.) If a coloured 
woman, who, in defence of her own virtue, in defence of her own 
person, shield herself from the brutal attacks of her master, 
or make the slightest resistance, she may be killed on the spot. (Loud 


cries of ‘‘Shame.””) No law whatever will b the lly man to justin 
forthe crime. But, you will ask me, can these thi possible in a land 
professing Christianity? Yes, they are so; and this is not the worst of 
it. No, a darker feature is yet to be presented than the mere existence of 
these facts. I have to inform you that the religion of the Southern States 
at this time is the great supporter, the great sanctioner of those bloody 
atrocities to which i have referred. (Deep sensation). While America 
is printing tracts, printing Bibles, sending missionaries abroad, expending 
her money in various ways for the promotion of the gospel in foreign 
lands, the slave not only lies forgotten—uncared for, but is trampled 
under foot by the very churches of the land. What have we in America? 
Why, we have slavery made part of the religion of the land. Yes, the 
pulpit there stands up as the great defender of this cursed institution, as 
it is called. They come forward and torture the hallowed pases of 
inspired wisdom to sanction the bloody deed. (Loud cries of ‘ e.””) 
They stand forth as the foremost, the strongest defenders of this 
“institution.” As a proof of this I need not do more than 
state the general fact that slavery has existed, right under the droppings 
of the sanctuary of the South for the last two hundred years, there 
has not been any war between the religion and the slavery of the South. 
Ins of preaching the gospel against this tyranny and wrong, they have 
sought all and every means to throw in the background whatever in the 
Bible could be construed into opposition to slavery, and to bring forward 
that which they could torture into its support. (Cries of ‘‘ shame !’’) 
This I conceive to be the darkest feature in slavery, and the most difficult 
to attack, because it is identified with religion, and exposes those who 
oppose it to the charge of iafidelity. I have found it difficult to speak on 
this matter, without persons coming forward, and saying, ‘‘ Douglass, are 
you not afraid of injuring the cause of Christ? You do not desire it, 
but are you not undermining true religion?’ This has been said to me 
again and again even since I came to this country, but I cannot be induced 
to leave off these exposures. (Loud cheers.) I love the religion of our 
blessed Saviour, I love that religion that comes from above, and in that 
‘* wisdom of God, which is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to 
be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and with- 
out hypocrisy.’’ I love that religion that sends its votaries to bind up 
the wounds of him that has fallen among thieves. I love that religion 
that makes it the duty of its votaries to visit the fatherless and widow in 
their affliction. I love that religion that is based upon the glorious prin- 
a re the world-loving principle of love to God and love to man (cheers) ; 
which makes its votaries do unto others as they themselves would be done 
by. If you demand liberty to yourself, it says, grant it to your neighbours. 
If you claim a right to think for yourselves, it says, allow your neigh- 
bours the same right. If you claim to act for yourselves, it says, allow 
— neighbours the same right. It is because i tove this religion that I 

the slave-holding, the woman-whipping, the mind-darkening, the 
soul-destroying religion that exists in the Southern States of America. 
(Immense cheering.) It is because I d the one as goody and pure, 
and holy, that I cannot but rd the oaae as bad, corrupt, and wicked. 
Loving the one I must hate the other, holding to the one I must reject 
the other, and I here proclaim myself an infidel to the slave-holding 
religion. (Reiterated cheers.) ; 

Mr. Douglass then proceeded to show how British Abolitionists could 
help forward the great cause of abolition in the United States—namely, 
by rendering it disreputable, and by bringing public opinion to bear upon 
it in every possible way; and concluded a long and powerful speech, 
which was listened to with intense interest throughout, by an eloquent 
appeal to the Free Church of Scotland to refuse all connexion with 
American slave-holders, and to mark their abhorrence of American 
slavery by sending back the money their commissioners had received from 
slave-holders during their recent visit to the United States. The audience 
heartily joined in the cry which has been raised in Scotland—‘‘ Send back 
the money !”’ ae 

We can do no more than add that the following resolutions were passed 
unanimously at the close of Mr. Douglas’s effective address :— 

Moved by the Rev. Dr. Campsett, and seconded by Gea. |Was. 
ALEXANDER, Esq :—That the cordial thanks of t’'s meeting be presented 
to Frederick Douglass, the representative and advocate of three millions of 
American slaves whose deplorable condition, both in law and practice, 
whilst it reflects the deepest disgrace on the republican institutions and 
Christian professions of the United States, excites in the heart of every 
friend of humanity and freedom the liveliest sympathy and commisera- 
tion: and further, that this meeting would encourage the noble band of 
Abolitionists of every political party and religious denomination in the 
United a to unite an one common, vigorous, and persevering effort to 
promote entire abolition of the system of slavery which unhappil 
prevails among them. = .: + 

Moved by Joserx Trecettzs Price, Esa., Neath Abbey, and 
seconded by Joun Scosrz, Esq.—That in the opinion of this meeting, 
it is the duty of the Free Church of Scotland to send back the money 
they have received from the American slave-holders, in order to bear an 
upright and Christian testimony against the crime of American slavery. 
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